The Midweek
Wednesday, February 15, 2017

From the desk of our Pastors . . .
Last week I had an appointment in Wilmington for a minor surgical procedure with
my dermatologist. I was not too happy about it but I decided to make the best of the time I
had and wrote out a list of things that needed to be done while I was up there. The medical
stuff was scheduled for the morning so I made a haircut appointment for the afternoon and
figured I could do some banking, a little shopping, and maybe even have lunch with
friends. Just to be on the safe side I also grabbed my briefcase and computer so if I had
extra time I could camp out in Starbucks and get some work done.
As I was driving up I thought about stopping for coffee and getting gas but I waited to
do both until I got to Wilmington. Traffic was light and I ran into no issues on the roads. All
seemed to be going along just fine.
That was until I got to the hospital where I was having the procedure done and
realized I didn’t have my purse. I had no license, no money, no credit or debit cards and no
proof of insurance. Without any of that I could not prove who I was so the medical group
refused to do the procedure.
So off I went with the intention to finish up with the rest of my to-do list. I figured I
would get money at the bank but I could not do that without ID or a debit card. I could not
stop for coffee without cash or another way to pay for it. I could not even get gas! I got back
in the car and drove back to Milford hoping I would have enough fuel to get there. I made it
back on fumes and sure enough, there was my purse on the kitchen table exactly where I
had left it.
If I had stopped for gas or coffee on the way north I would have quickly realized I
didn’t have what I needed and would have been able to turn around. I had left with plenty of

time so I could have made my appointment even with the detour.
It was a nice day for a drive but a massive waste of time. I also have to reschedule
the procedure which means I am going to lose another day by heading back to Wilmington.
The only reason I can think of for why I did it was that I am so used to taking just
one thing (usually my purse) that when I grabbed the bag holding my computer I was
thinking I was good to go. I was more than just a little annoyed with myself.
The question I found myself asking was “what did God want me to learn from
this?” Was I moving too fast and not focused on the important things? Was I not giving my
concerns over to God about the procedure and was getting a wake-up call to trust the Lord
and not be preoccupied with those things that He can handle? Or was it simply an oversight
without any divine intention? As a Pastor friend once told me, “sometimes things just
happen.”
Jeremiah 2:25 (in the Message version) says, “Slow down. Take a deep breath. What’s
the hurry? Why wear yourself out? Just what are you after anyway? But you say, ‘I can’t
help it. I’m addicted to alien gods. I can’t quit.’
Maybe this was supposed to help me answer the question that Pastor Tom asked two
weeks ago in the sermon, “what is it you are looking for?” Maybe I am addicted to the alien
god of always being busy. Was this God’s way of telling me to stop and smell the roses? I
really don’t want to be so busy that I miss what is going on around me.
Perhaps the next time I go to Wilmington I will have time to see Chris. Maybe that is
the silver lining that will come from this. Only God knows at this point. But I think I’ll slow
down and see what He does. I’m sure that whatever way the Creator takes this, it will be
perfect.
Now where did I leave that purse?
To God be the glory forever and ever.

2

From the desk of our Bishop. . .
HIDDEN FIGURES
If you haven’t already, I encourage you to see the movie “Hidden Figures.” The
story plot of the movie is based on the real lives of three African American
women who worked for NASA during the beginning of the space program. In
the 1950’s and 60’s the women who handled the math calculations for the space
program were known as “the colored computers.” The movie portrays the day to
day discrimination they faced with separate bathrooms and coffee pots,
disrespect from white co-workers and even from African American men. Yet
they persevered and gave significant contributions to the space program that
could not have succeeded without them. I am grateful that the real-life Ms.
Katherine Johnson, one of the three featured in the movie, received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2015. This and the movie makes it clear that
these brave women are hidden no more.
Yet people who are hidden figures continue to abound in this world of
ours. They are people who have done incredible work for the promotion of good
in the world and in the church and get little or no acknowledgement. Many
times that is due to institutional racism that tends to reward the majority
culture at the expense of people of color. Sometimes people become “hidden”
because of their gender, class, ability, orientation, or religious
preference. Whatever the reason the effect is the same: devaluation, invisibility
and a huge loss for all of us. That is because when one of us shines, we all
shine. Young people are looking for role models and we need them in all colors
and genders and walks of life for this kind of mentoring to happen. It
acknowledges that everyone is gifted and fearfully and wonderfully made and
intended to use their talents for the good of all. It doesn’t work so well when
some people are relegated to the corner in a separate place and someone else
gets credit for their work.
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Another lesson of this movie was the importance of white people getting out of
the way to allow for social change. Had the white boss, Mr. Harrison, kept all
the power to himself we may have never landed on the moon. He broke down
barriers to let the giftedness in. This takes humility and courage. Black
history month is for everyone because we are all in this world together. As we
remember the history and the stories of the past we can celebrate our gains
and be challenged to do a better job of empowerment and eliminating the
hiding of anyone.
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February 15, 2017
Dinner at 6:00pm and Study at 7:00pm
at the home of Poncho and Lisa Johnson
Led by Donny Hopkins

Explaining Christianity in the Secular World
Thinking our way through the Gospel of Mark
Starting: Sunday, February 19th
3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Led by Dan Nelson
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOSPITAL VISITS: Please help the pastors by calling the church office at (302) 422-8111 when
someone from the church is hospitalized.
ELECTRONIC GIVING is being offered at Avenue Church. An Information Sheet with
Authorization Agreement is available on the table in Fellowship Foyer. Simply fill out the
authorization agreement and return it to the church office.
END OF THE YEAR FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS

are available on the Foyer table.

ALTAR FLOWERS: If you want to reserve a Sunday please call the church office then call
Country Flowers. Flowers are placed in the altar vases up by the cross.
PRAYER CONCERNS PAST WEEK: The family and friends of Carolyn Williams, the family and
friends of Betty Lou Williams, the family and friends of Gardner Shugart, Beth Parker and
Ronda Ramsburg and their families in the death of sister/aunt Barbara Vederose, the family
and friends of Lt. Steven Floyd, Hannah Matthew, Christopher, April McIntyre, Colleen
Dunham, Code Purple guests and volunteers, the nation and its leaders, Dave and Sharon
Dawson, Bill Salvin and family, Hannah, Jon, Jean's mother, Lillie Brittingham, Jodi, Betty
Ziesel, Mitch, Cindi, Beth, Kathy Sullivan and Eileen Hazzard.
Recently hospitalized: Neil Burke (in rehab).
Rejoice with: Kathryn Barnes.
PRAYER CONCERNS CURRENT WEEK: Peggy Hughes, Cathy Luff in the passing of her father,
Dr. Ricker, Michael Heine, Diana and Karlyn Schuler, Irene Hazard, The family of Harry Carey
who passed away this week, Karen Moore, Kirby Schuler, the missions organizer that we
support, Colleen Dunham, April McIntyre and Code Purple ministry and all of our guests.
Recently hospitalized: Neil Burke, Karen Moore, Peggy Hughes, Jean Murphy, Betty Ziesel
and Gary Seal.
Rejoice with: Two girls (Bethany and Emma) attended the Chrysalis weekend and Cliff and
Erin McCall on the birth of Evelyn Rose.

WEEKLY MUSIC REHEARSALS:
♫Handbells
Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
♫MomentUM Praise Team
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Mispillion Children’s Chorus
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m., Music Room
♫Praise Team
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Sanctuary Choir
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Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m., Music Room
♫AveNotes
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Do you like to sing? Do you play an instrument? If you are interested in using your musical gifts
here at Avenue Church please contact Kevin Chamberlain, kbchamberlain@avenueumc.com or
(302) 236-1276.

UPCOMING
Avenue will be hosting the DOVER DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINING classes on February 25th
from 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. If you would like to learn more about the following committees or
ministries please contact the church office.
Staff /Parish Relations
Lay Leaders
Trustees
Finance
Nominations and Leadership Development
Evangelism
MissionInsite
Worship
Prison Outreach
Race Reconciliation
Youth Ministry
Prayer and Healing Ministries
Safe Sanctuaries
Connectional Giving for Mission
COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES are held each Wednesday at noon followed by a soup luncheon
at various churches.
The schedule is:
March 1st, Houston UM Church
March 8th, Calvary UM Church
March 15th, First Presbyterian Church
March 22nd, Church of the Nazarene
March 29th, Mt. Enon Baptist Church
April 5th, Avenue UM Church
PANCAKE BREAKFAST: The next AUMM pancake breakfast will be on March 12th after 8:00—
9:30 a.m. worship services. We are hoping that the folks that worship the 11:00 a.m. service
will come earlier.
ALASKA MISSION TRIP 2017 is scheduled for June 10th-17th. The team is now forming! Several
people have expressed interest and we always have room for more. If you would like to be a part
of this amazing experience, talk with Pastor Tom or Mike Williams. We will keep you posted on
our next meeting and hope to see you there.
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES/MINISTRIES
TUESDAY MORNING SISTERS’ BIBLE STUDY: We will continue our study “John” on February
21st. Please call Ginny Van Tine (302) 422-4282, Brenda Powers (302) 422-8821 or leave a
message in the church office if you would like to join us. We meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Grier
Room.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP: The Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group will meet the 2nd
Monday of each month. The next meeting will be March 13th at 4:00 p.m. in the Grier Room.
EXPLORING FAITH BOOK CLUB meets on the third Sunday of the Month at 12:15 in the Grier
Room. Our next study is February 19, 2017. The Book is “The Will of God” by Leslie
Weatherhead. When bad things happen to good people, is this the will of God? If it is not, what
is the will of God? If these questions have sparked an interest in you, then plan to come and
“explore your faith” as these questions and others pertaining to God’s Will are discussed.
A NEW CLASS ON CHRISTIANITY: Thinking our way through the Gospel of Mark led by Dan
Nelson. Class starts on February 19th, 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
WIDOW/WIDOWERS/LOST AND FOUND GROUP will meet March 1st at 2:00 p.m. in the
Heritage Room. Come join us. Contact Janice Abbott at (302) 422-1863.

OUTREACH
AVENUE PRESCHOOL: Registration for the 2017-18 school year. Registration is now
taking place for current and former Avenue Preschool families for the 2017-18 school year.
Please contact the school as noted below if you are a former family interested in enrolling your
child. On March 1st from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Avenue Preschool will hold on-site open
registration for the upcoming school year. Registrations must be done in person on that day.
Space is very limited. To be eligible, a child must be at least 36-months old on or before August
31st. You can contact the preschool office at (302) 422-8775 for information or send an email to:
office@avenuepreschool.org. Be sure to visit our Facebook page and website at:
www.avenuepreschool.org.
HELPING HANDS: If you like to bake items such as cookies, brownies or other bars, and would
be willing to make an occasional batch for a funeral reception, we would love to hear from
you. You can contact Harriet Davies at 422-7194 or by email at Harrietda@aol.com. We could
use 2-3 additional people who like to bake. We could also use a couple more people who would
like to part of our kitchen crew for funeral receptions.
THE MILFORD COMMUNITY PANTRY: As the new year begins we want to express our gratitude
to all of you for the support you give The Milford Community Pantry. We had a busy year in
2016 and expect that need to continue this year. If you want to bring food to the Pantry we
suggest peanut butter or jelly. If you would like to volunteer call Tita Lewis (302) 664-1321.
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LIFE LINE SCREENING: Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based
preventive health screenings, is please to offer a preventive health event at Avenue United
Methodist Church on March 24, 2017. Five screenings will be offered that scan for
potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke;
abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries
in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart
beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women,
used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4
vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All
five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. In order to register for this event and
to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-6536441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/advantagemembers.

COMMUNITY
CUB SCOUT PACK 186 is having a fundraiser on Thursday, March 2nd at Grotto Pizza in
Milford between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. The restaurant will donate 20% of each check
(dine in or carryout) to Pack 186. Vouchers must be presented and are available in the
Fellowship Foyer or from any Cub Scout.
ALASKA MISSION TRIP is having a fundraiser on Thursday, March 9th at Grotto Pizza in
Milford between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. The restaurant will donate 20% of each check
(dine in or carryout) to Pack 186. Vouchers must be presented and are available in the
Fellowship Foyer.

LAST WEEK AT AVENUE
Attendance:
2016
8:00
55
9:30
192
Sunday School
85
11:00
67
Thursday Service
0
FUSION
0
Total
399

2017
72
273
68
59
5
45
522
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CALENDAR
SUNDAY 2/19
8:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
12:15 p.m.
Exploring Faith Book Club,
Grier Room
3:00 p.m.
Explaining Christianity in the
Secular World, Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m.
FUSION, Wesley Room &
Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY 2/22
10:30 a.m.
Writing Group, Grier Room
1:30 p.m.
Knitting Group, Grier Room
3:00 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary
and Music Room
5:00 p.m.
Instrumental Rehearsal,
Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.
Women’s Emmaus Reunion,
Room 202
6:00 p.m.
AveNotes, Music Room
6:45 p.m.
Pride of Delmarva, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m.
Altar Guild Meeting, Grier Room

MONDAY 2/20
11:00 a.m.
AA, Wesley Room
6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir, Sanctuary
7:00 p.m.
First State Harmonizers,
Music Room
7:00 p.m.
Trustees Meeting, Grier Room
8:00 p.m.
AA, Room 206

THURSDAY 2/23
11:00 a.m.
AA, Wesley Room
2:30 p.m.
Women’s Emmaus Reunion,
Room 202
6:30 p.m.
Worship, Fellowship Hall

TUESDAY 2/21
9:45 a.m.
Sarah Circle at Mary Jo Lear’s
residence
10:00 a.m.
Sisters Bible Study, Grier Room
1:30 p.m.
Mary/Martha Circle Meeting,
Grier Room
6:00 p.m.
MomentUM Praise Team
Rehearsal, Wesley Room
6:00 p.m.
Covenant Discipleship Group,
Wendy’s Office
6:15 p.m.
Mispillion Children’s Choir,
Music Room
6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts—Bears, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m.
Central Delaware Chess Club,
Room 206
7:00 p.m.
Praise Team Rehearsal,
Sanctuary

FRIDAY 2/24
8:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SATURDAY 2/25
8:30 a.m. Dover District Lay Leadership
Training
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SUNDAY 2/26
8:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Confirmation Class, Grier Room
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
3:00 p.m.
Explaining Christianity in the
Secular World, Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m.
FUSION, Wesley Room &
Fellowship Hall

“A Dynamic Faith Community Growing in
Hope, Love and Service”
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