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AVENBYE
The Midweek

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

From the desk of our Pastors . . .

Some of you may remember when | did three weeks of parable sermons.  There
were the parables of the Mona Lisa, Gatorade and chocolate covered cherries. For
those of you who enjoyed it, you are in luck because | am going to be doing three
weeks of Midweek articles based on the parables of HGTV. For those of you who
didndot | i ke those sermons, you wil/ not upse
announcements.

HGTV is the House/Garden television network.  They do a lot of shows on
buying and renovating homes, decorating, and landscaping. ~ Some shows combine
mul tiple el ements of these and every show en
where the potential buyers find their dream homes and face a future of carefree,
maintenance -free living.

One of my favorite shows is House Hunters. Itis also the subject of my first
weekods parabl e.

In this show a couple is looking for their perfect home. The problem is that
there is never an agreement between the two on what they are looking for. One
person wants an ultra -modern, urban condo with every amenity available and the
other person wants a classic charmer with a massive backyard and mature
trees. Debate ranges all over the housing spectrum regarding farmhouses, mid -
century split levels, craftsman style, condos, townhouses, multi  -family, duplexes, and
semi-detached options.



There is usually some agreement on the number of bedrooms and bathrooms
but that is about where the consensus ends. In the middle of these differences is the
real estate agent whose job is to not only find that perfect property but also serve as
mediator and mind reader of the couple. (I could do an entire parable about religion
just based on that premise but | will save that for some other time in the future.)

Encompassing this whole process is the idea of compromise. When opinions are
that divergent it is obvious that nobody will get everything he/she wants unless the
other person completely gives in.  Very often one of the two is willing to bend and will
acquiesce more than the other as to what is being bought.  But on other episodes the
agent shows the couple a house that neither expected and both fall in love with
it Those are the episodes where both owin.©é

As a viewer, |l am always o0on the sided of
compromise. An individual who continues to push his or her choice at the expense of
the otherds thoughts, wi s heRatherthan move g@ietes t i o n
the corner of the pushy person, he/she has caused me to completely disregard his/her
position. It does not seem fair for someone to be demanding when there are two
people involved in a very large decision. | find myself cheering for the underdog to get
the home of his/herdreams. |t 6s not as bad when the overhb
recognizes he/she is being strong willed and backs off a bit.

However, when someone is pulling the O0hi s
dismiss the desires of the bully immediately because there is no room for that kind of
selfishness. | often wonder about the rest of the home life when someone is so
unconcerned with the feelings and sensitivities of the other person.

The question | always have is how much would | be willing to compromise for
the sake of the peoplellove? I t hink itds fair to say that
son. But what if | were to have to compromise
my style or wishes?

Thankfully | dondt have to worry about st
dondot Bwmowl do share Godds kingdom on earth
commanded to love by our Savior Jesus Christ.

So if we are willing to compromise on a home with the people we love, should
we not be willing to compromise in Godds kil
and sisters cr eat €ahwekeep fBoondding pushyang eéefhanding
that our opinions be the only ones that are important? Do we side more with the
individuals and causes that appear open to compromise because we consider them to
be selfless and therefore more likely to be concerned with doing the right thing and
not just forcing an egotistical outcome? Can we remain open to finding that place of
compromise that nobody saw coming?



Scripture is very clear that we are to consider the opinions and thoughts of all
others, not just those we are closestto. Philippians2:1 -4 says, 0So if th
encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition
or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of
youl ook not only to his own interests, but a

| understand that people want the house where they feel most at home and
that is very often different than what the others around them want. It is just like
when we are most comfortable with our own opinions.  Life takes compromise. It
also requires an open mind and consideration for others so that we can all find that
place where living can be good for everyone involved.

To God be the glory forever and ever.
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RESTORED

FINDING REDEMPTION
IN OUR M

Lenten Bible Study

Restored Finding Redemption in our Mess
By: Tom Berlin
Monday, March 27t
7 p.m. in the Grier Room

Led by Pastor Wendy



THE CONNECTION

Gonnecten Guristians OrreriNG THE
Hope OF Jesus Curist IN Tooay's WoRLd

From the desk of our Bishop . .

House to House

The morning that the email came informing the bishops that Bishop May had been

diagnosed with cancer | immediately texted him with assurance of our prayers and

support. Bishop May called me a few minutes later and we had a memorable conversation,

one that | will never forget. It was the last thing he evertold me. He sai d owhen | v
child growing up in Chicago some missionaries from a Baptist church came to my family

home and brought in a flannel board and told us stories about Jesus. They came to the

people telling the good news. It had a profound effect on my young life. Tell your pastors and

churchestodothat Get out into the streets with this mes
ti mely word for us because we |ive in an era of
things of faith are so often kept locked inside of church buildings. People back then and still

today do not all come flocking to the doors of our sanctuaries.  We need to intentionally go

out to peoplesd homes. Bi shop Mayds words need t

ministry God has set before us.

As | met with the latest ordination class for a time of reflection and prayer recently we

reviewed the Historic Questions of John Wesley that are asked of every person seeking full
member ship and ordination. Among them is this ql
hous@hé centuries between John Wesleyds ti me an:
the practicality of this mandate. = People are not always welcoming of visitors in their

homes. Some people are often not even at home much of the time. Some pastors are not
comfortable visiting peoplesd homes for a vari et

In his book Have you Faith in Christ? A bishops insight into the Historic Questions asked of
those seeking admission into full connection in the United Methodist Church . Bishop Ernest

Lyght reminds wus that oit is still appropriate f
todayds cul tur e wi t hrheaelisino sulfstitutetfos persanahdontaettwitno n s .
oneds parishioners, however, one must under st an:i

accor di Hegives thié further advice:



oVisit from house to house in al/l the places wh
parishioners. Use the telephone to call people and let them know that you are thinking of
them. Invited small groups to come to the parsonage for dessert and conversation. Have a
breakfast meeting with a small group of people. Visit people at their work site by

appointment. Go to the places where people gather in your community (post office, general
store, volunteer firehouse, and so on). God to places where young people gather (sporting
events, school plays, concerts). Make contact with the small groups that are a part of the
chur chos Particigate m tawn meetings and community events. Cautiously use
social media as a means of communication with people.  Get involved personally in an
ongoing community project. Join a civic club or participate as a volunteer in a community
organization. (p. 61)

|l urge you, along with the wisdom of Bishops Ma
h o u s €lergy as well as our lay leadership will further the cause of Christ as we do. We

never know who we might visit who might later become a future great leader in our

churches.

Vacati on Bi bl e Schoo
March 21, 2017 at 4
Gr i er Room

Pl ease Jjoin us If y ou
out



THE AUXILIARY OF MILFORD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL PRESENTS

ARTISANS & ANTIQUES

PREVIEW WINE & CHEESE PARTY
Friday, March 24 from 5 - 8 p.m.
Milford Century Club Building
Tickets are $30 each
Purchase in advance by calling Cynthia Jones at 302-270-1842.

Public viewing
Saturday, March 25 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tickets at the door are $2 each
Artisans, by invitation, include: Anne Carroll, printed notecards from paintings; Alice Cataldi, knit-
ted accessories; Deandra’s Creations: Diane and Bruce Fisher, Country Flowers; Nancy Kemble,
The Squirrel’s Nest Candy; Vicki Mulligan, paper artist; Judy Struck, painted slates from Avenue
United Methodist Church; Gail Gingrich, Brenda Williams, assorted bead jewelry; Liz Irwin, wire
wrapped dichroic glass jewelry; Beach Stone Jewelry; Jean Mazur, painting and mosaics, and others.
Don Post and Linda Sockrider will offer antiques.

For more information, call 422-8620.
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Easter Flower Order Form

The Sanctuary 1s never prettier that 1t 15 when the spring flowers arrive for Easter. Placing Lilies and Tulips in the church i memory
ot honor of loved ones is a beautiful and cherished tradition.

Thas year we will again only be ordering 6 pots of Lilies and Tulips at 37.50 each. The Altar Guild has requested that we only order
100 pots of flowers and the Tulips will be PINK. All additional funds will go to the Parish Purse.

Sponsor’s
Name

Memory
of

Homnor
of

The cost of the Lily’s and Tulips are $7.50 each

Tulip @

please us a Separate order form
For each name in memory of or honored
Please Print Clearly

Lily

Names of sponsors and those remembered and honored
will be in the Easter Sunday Bulletin
Please make checks payable to Avenue United Methodist Church

Orders must be in no later than
April 3™

We are sorry but NO orders will be

accepted after April 3" as the flower order
will be called in.




EXPERIENCING
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KNOWING AND DOING THE WILL OF GOD

March 15, 2017
Dinner at 6.00pm and Stuadly at 7:00pm

at the home of Poncho and Lisa Johnson
Led by Donny Hopkins
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