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From the desk of our Pastors . . .

Now that the 2016 Olympics are over, the City of Rio de Janeiro is
starting to get back to normal. Yes, the Paralympics will take place in
September but not as many countries will participate because they simply
canot afford it. That iIis a shame because t
competitions wil!/ be contested just as har
handle these games as they were in August, but being smaller means that
not as many people will be in town for the event. So slowly, Rio will get back
to its usual rhythm and daily routines.
The touristy areas around Copacabana Beach and Ipanema will
continue to be busy and the more exclusive neighborhoods of Rio will settle
into the day -to-day business of living life. But in the favelas the goal will be
to continue trying to get out of what are the improvised regions of the city.
A favela is a slum found within the cities of Brazil. With little to no
infrastructure and less in the way of economic opportunities, the millions of
people who live in the neighborhoods of the favelas find themselves merely
existing at times. With the density of the population continuing to grow
there is no way to expand out. There is no room for parks or green areas for
the children to play so the most popular pastime forces the kids to look up.
They participate in kite fighting.



If you drive along the highways of Rio and look at the sky above the
favelas you can see a multitude of kites in an intricate dance around each
other. The idea is to twist and turn your kites so that it cuts the string of an

opponentds kite by wusing the | ine holding
kites is usually covered in a mixture of glue and crushed glass so that it can

o0osawO0 another | ine. Whoever cuts the |ine
Sadly, cut hands and fingers are the wusual

Brazil is not the only country where kite fighting takes place. It is also
common in Pakistan, India, Korea and Afghanistan among other countries.
But it takes on a special importance in Brazil where the children consider it
a metaphor for raising themselves out of the current situation they are in
with the hopes that someday it will be better for them.
How much better would it be for them to raise their eyes to the sky
and hope in Christ? Acts 7:55 tells how St
looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. ¢
It is only through God that true hope will come. As we consider and
pray for our brothers and sisters around the world, let us say a special
prayer for the children of the favelas in Brazil. Let us pray that those kites
are justthat 6a chil dds toy and not that thing on
are projected. Our prayers lifted before God will hopefully include that all
eyes as well as hearts and minds be lifted to the Almighty Lord who will
bring these children and all generations out of oppression.

To God be the glory forever and ever.
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From the desk of our Conference Director Vicki . . .
The Olympic Spirit

Periodically this week, | have taken the opportunity to read about the
Olympics in Rio and to watch the videos of a few of the events. We have certainly
seen some poor sportsmanship among the athletes. From the public shaming of
Gabby Douglas, to the Egyptian athlete refusing to shake hands with his Israeli
opponent, to the constant replay of the diver
public reactions have showcased our human condition. When we train athletes
from such an early age and pour inhumane expectations on them, we can forget
that they are human beings and not machines. This aggressive culture breeds self -
centeredness and a national zeal that lures us into forgetting that the Olympics
are games, sports, fun contests of athleticism.

Yet, grace comes crashing into even the most competitive of moments. We
witnessed that in the 5000 meter race. Two WwoO
Nikki Hamblin (New Zealand), collided sending both of them sprawling on the
track. They had 2000 meters to go and the crash dashed their hopes of qualifying
for the final event. But, in that moment, we witnessed a reminder of our common
humanity. Abbey DO6Agostino got up and began t
Nikki still on the ground. So, Abbey turned back. She gently helped Nikki to her
feet and said, 0Get wup. We have to finish thi
that Abbey had fallen again, so she returned to help her. After she completed her
run, she saw that though Abbey had sustained a more serious injury, she still ran
on. Nikki waited for her at the finish line and hugged this woman whom she had
never met.

Later in an interview, Nikki described that event as the defining moment of
her Olympic experience. She remarked that long after she forgot her time or her
splits, she would never forget the kindness of Abbey. Declaring her a sign of the

Ol ympic spirit, Nikki raved about her newfoun
demonstrated what the Ol ympics mean. She stat
moment. When someone asks me what happened in
my story . . . [ Abbey] shaking my shoulder, s
the two finished last, the Olympic officials will allow them to compete in the final

race.



As | reflected on this story today, | remembered a Bible verse one of the
Conference staff referenced in our weekly worship this morning. Romans 8:5
states, OPeople whose |Iives are based
people whose lives are based on the Spirit think about things that are related to
the Spirit.o6 These two athletes defin
the Spirit.o

Of course, | also thought about the church. We all have a race that is set
before us, a journey toward God which we run in community but also on our own.
Hebrews 12:1 reminds us: 0So then | et
us, since we have such a great cloud
any extra baggage, get rid of the sin
run our race of faith. Yet, we do not
cloud of witnesses, 0 both those who |
cheering us on, helping us to get up and finish our race.

Yet how do we treat people whose sins have tripped them up? We all know

we have fallen because of sin, but S ome
am

tempting us to say, oOWell, at | east |
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yourself.) | remember readinga storyin What 6 s So AmaziJfthg about

Phillip Yancey, where a prostitute confessed to a pastor. When the pastor

suggested she attend church, she replied:

Why would | go there? They would only

What would people in your community say about your church congregation?
Do you sigh in relief that at least you remain on your feet for now? Do you keep
running, oblivious of the pain of those around you? Do you focus so much on what
feeds your needs that you miss the opportunity to assist others? How might God be
calling you to stop, to see the pain of someone around you, to go to them (setting
aside your own needs), to gently touch them and help them to their feet? Who is
that injured runner in your life who needs your encouragement to get up and try
again, even when sin has tripped them up? What sin tends to trip you up? How can
your awareness of that sin help you remain humble and more willing to help
others?

| pray that this Olympic story may remind us to live our vision as an Annual
Conference to be o0Connected Christian
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remain in pain and need the hope which only Jesus can bring. May each of us
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|l i sten moment by moment to hear the Spiritds

journey of faith, whether they have not yet begun, or recently tripped, or are
nearing the end. Letds be that <c¢cloud

Blessings on the journey,

VicKki

Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy -Stith
Director of Connectional Ministries
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This yearods Annual B ac k Satarday Augusto |
27, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. in Milford, DE. The event will
take place in the area of the First State Manufacturing Plant located

at 301 S.E. 4th Street, Milford, DE and the tentative agenda will be as
follows:

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. ~ Free Clothing Giveaway
10:00 a.m. ~ Opening prayer and introduction of guest
10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ~ Vendors, Free Food and School Supply
Giveaways, Fun and Entertainment
1:00 p.m. ~ Closing

Additionally, the event includes a large hosting of community resource
and wellness vendors, fire truck rides, and tours of first responder
equipment such as the Life Net helicopter. We are asking you and the
rest of our congregation support this event again this year with an
effort to make this a more successful event than ever before. We
definitely would appreciate your involvement in the event to partner
with us (Kingdom Life Family Ministries) and the other neighboring
churches within the community.

Bash






