The Midweek
Wednesday, November 2, 2016

From the desk of our Pastors . . .
As you read last week I had to make a mad dash out to Los Angeles to do
some quick training of a management team who is looking to bump up their
investor relations program. I was working with two “high powered” attorneys who
had the hard work of making sure all the executives were well versed on the
various aspects of Regulation Fair Disclosure. Then it was my job to go in and drill
the management team on what they could and could not say, and teach them on
when and how it was acceptable to share data.
The general rule of Regulation FD is that “whenever a public company
discloses material, non-public information to securities market professionals or
holders of the Company’s securities who may trade on the basis of the information,
the Company must also disclose that information to the public.” There are all
kinds of black and white, but mainly gray areas, of what is considered “material”
and “intentional disclosure” and other legal elements of Regulation FD. If you are
really interested ask an attorney or a securities professional. Unless you are
looking for a quick nap I would not suggest reading all the regulations yourself.
Not to get into all the details but considering how easy it is to get sideways
with the Securities Exchange Commission and other regulatory agencies, this is
important information for senior spokespeople of any publically traded company to
have. Needless to say, the three of us doing the training had the complete and total
attention of our “students.”
In no way do I wish to dismiss the serious nature of what we were doing or
the consequences if something was to go wrong. But as I was flying back I could
not help but think about whether those same executives took the lessons of the
Bible as seriously. That led me to wonder how many people in the overall
population would consider the direction that Jesus gives us to be as critical as the

laws and regulations we have in this nation.
Scripture tells us we are to follow the laws of the land. Romans 13: 1 says,
“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority
except from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God.”
Titus 3:1 reads, “Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be
obedient, to be ready for every good work.” Clearly the Bible is telling us to follow
the law.
We should follow federal, state and local laws for many reasons, not the
least is that it keeps society from turning into a chaotic mess. However the Word
never says it’s one or the other – Jesus or the nation. Yes, we are told to follow the
law but Jesus also gives us commandments to love one and other and be focused on
the Lord.
I would like to believe that those executives were in church on Sunday
paying as close attention to the lessons their pastors or priests were giving them as
they were to what my teaching team was saying about how to stay out of trouble. I
know for a fact they were not in church as long as we were in that meeting.
I will never know if my “trainees” got the message God wanted them to get
this past Sunday. I do know they are clear on how much jail time and fines they
could be facing if they mess up Regulation FD.
So now I’m curious, How many people in Avenue would be willing to sit
through a similar meeting of powerpoints and coffee for several hours to hear
about Jesus. Anyone up for a two hour meeting on Sunday?
To God be the glory forever and ever.

Pastor Wendy
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From the desk of our Bishop. . .

Saints
We arrived at my cousin’s grand-daughter’s wedding about an hour early last
Saturday. We drove from our house in Phoenixville to Pittsburgh early in the morning
and did not know exactly how long it would take to get there. When we finally found
the enormous St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Church in downtown Pittsburgh we had
plenty of time to explore the grand cathedral. It was ornate in many ways: a high
arched ceiling, marble pillars and numerous statues.
The real glory of the building, however, was in the stained-glass windows. Each
displayed a picture of the Holy Family, an apostle or some Catholic saint. It has been
said that saints have the light of Christ shining through them. Indeed, capturing the
afternoon sun, these windows, with their gleaming bold colors, were a luminous feast
for the eye.
But as I looked at them closely, I felt all that glory was a bit “unreal.” The lives of
these saints depicted in the windows, at least the ones I knew, were not so glamourous
and victorious in real life. Their ministries were plagued by struggles, persecution,
sacrificial deprivation and martyrdom.
But there they all were in this church sanctuary looking very perfect, bright and
cleaned up. Even the statue of Jesus on the cross did not look too terribly gruesome.
I’m not being critical really, because for all of this, I am grateful. In this stylized
beauty of “life on the other side,” after all the suffering and death, we find the
redemptive lesson of the Christian walk.
I Peter 4:12 states “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come
on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.” The
Christian life is one of struggle. God’s people are in direct opposition to the powers and
principalities of this world; and there will be personal suffering and persecution. It is
one of the “givens” in our faith journey.
Joan D. Chittiste is a Roman Catholic nun and writer. In her book Scarred by
Struggle, Transformed by Hope, she describes a huge disappointment in her young life,
when she was denied by her order the opportunity to study for a Master’s Degree in
writing. Instead she was sent to work at a camp.
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She writes, “Struggle is a fact of life. What we struggle against, what we struggle for, what we
with struggle with, all test and hone us. It is the resistance itself that seasons us.” She goes on
to even describe suffering as an “unsparing lesson but a necessary gift.” (page 34)
The saints of old knew mighty struggles, and so will we. The light in the stained-glass windows
remind us of the enduring presence of Christ in our lives, even in the midst of struggle. He
offers us the radiant light that darkness cannot overcome (John 1:5). And that light reminds us
of the final victory we will surely achieve in the next life.
As we prepare for and celebrate All Saints Day, let us keep in mind the worthy saints, that
great “cloud of witnesses,” who cheer us on from the resplendent windows of heaven’s balcony,
as we struggle down here in the dim shadows below.
View images of the windows and other sacred items of St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Church in
downtown Pittsburgh on their Flickr page.

CONFIRMATION
th
Starts November 13
For 8th Graders and Older
Learn about the faith and the church!!
Deepen your discipleship and
Join the church!!
Sundays at 10:45 a.m. in the Grier Room
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GriefShare is a network of 12,000+ churches worldwide
equipped to offer grief support groups.
The program is nondenominational and features
biblical concepts for healing from your grief.
Learn more about GriefShare at www.griefshare.org

GriefShare
has begun and runs thru December 8th
(barring any cancellation due to inclement weather)
Classes run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Meets in the Grier Room

Avenue United Methodist Church
20 N. Church Street
Milford, DE 19963
(302) 422-8111
www.avenueumc.com
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NEW BIBLE STUDY: On Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m., a new small group study
led by Gary Powers will focus on the book by David Jeremiah entitled “Ten
Questions Christians are Asking.” Along the way the group will discuss answers
to:
Is there a sin God cannot forgive?
Is there only one way to God?
How can I be sure of my salvation?
How can I find forgiveness?
Why don’t my prayers get answered?
What is faith?
How can I overcome temptation?
How can I get victory over worry?
What is the greatest commandment?
Why do Christians have so many
problems?
If you are interested in joining the group or
have questions, call Gary at (302) 422-8821.
The group will be meeting in the Holzmueller
Room.
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“Made by Hand Showcase”
Fellowship Hall
Friday, November 18th
10:30 a.m. thru 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 20th
9:00 a.m. thru 12:30 p.m.
Drop-off Date:
Proceeds benefit:

Thursday, November 17th

Avenue United Methodist Women Missions

8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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Sunday, November 13th Tour Historic House and Barratt’s Chapel
2:00 p.m. —The Coombes House will be dedicated #512 on the National Listing of Methodist
Historic Sites because Francis Asbury sometimes lodged there on his way to Barratt’s Chapel. It is the residence of Joe Hughes at 7320 Burnite Mill Road, Felton, DE. (Turn West onto
Burnite Mill Road (Rt 12) at Felton. The house is less than 5 miles from Rt. 13), a working
farm, with a portion of the original 18th Century Road. You are invited to tour the house,
meet and greet various people serving in various historical capacities and the author and
keynote speaker for the 4:00 p.m. Barratt’s Chapel service. Light refreshments will be
served. It’s about 15 minutes to Barratt’s Chapel.
4:00 p.m. —Barratt’s Chapel will celebrate 232 years of Methodism and Francis Asbury,
sent by John Wesley, a missionary, to the colonies, serving from 1771 to his death in 1816.
Dr. John Wigger, of the University of Missouri, acclaimed biographer of Francis Asbury, will
be the featured speaker at Barratt’s Chapel. Avenue’s Sanctuary Choir will be present. Dr.
Wigger’s most recent book is “American Saint: Francis Asbury and the Methodists”.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOSPITAL VISITS: Please help the pastors by calling the church office at (302) 422-8111 when
someone from the church is hospitalized.
ELECTRONIC GIVING is being offered at Avenue Church. An Information Sheet with
Authorization Agreement is available on the table in Fellowship Foyer. Simply fill out the
authorization agreement and return it to the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS: If you want to reserve a Sunday please call the church office then call
Country Flowers. Flowers are placed in the altar vases up by the cross.
PRAYER CONCERNS PAST WEEK: Mike and Kim, Sue and Brett Winkler, Kathryn Barnes,
Barbara Vederose, the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts who were camping, the nation, a young
daughter, Bill Salvin and family, Christopher Rimmer and family, Dick Caldwell, Donna Olsen,
Leslie Wuenstsel, Julie Fontaine, Susan Coles, single parents, Bobby Walls, Charles, Cindy
Horsman and family, Jim Greenly, April McIntyre, Colleen Dunham, Kirsten Pearce, Uncle
Calvin Baker, Jack Fitzgerald, Eddie Berwick and Bobbi Lauer.
Recently hospitalized: John Horsman, Barbara Horsman and Richard Green.
Rejoice with: The fans of the Cubs and the Indians, Adrianna Nelson, Donna Hill, all having
birthdays this month, Bill Combs, Joanna and Matt French, Rowan and Leslee.
PRAYER CONCERNS CURRENT WEEK: Mike and Kim, Becki, all sinners, everyone associated
with Code Purple, Kathryn Barnes, Barbara Vederose, the nation, Tom Price, Kathy Sullivan,
Patsy Sullivan, Elizabeth "Libby" Frampton, Jim Greenly, April McIntyre, Colleen Dunham, all
who are traveling, Bill Salvin and family, Kirsten Pearce, Stephen Parsons, Clareann Phipps
and family, John Horsman, Barbara Horsman, Savannah, Atwood Tucker, Gary and Brenda
Powers, Rowan, Charles and Geff.
Recently hospitalized: Gary Downes, Gary and Carolyn Wright.
Rejoice with: Seth Reynolds, All Sunday School helpers and Morgan Roberts.
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Al and Ellie Lauckner who will celebrate their 60th anniversary on November 10th.

WEEKLY MUSIC REHEARSALS:
♫Handbells
Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
♫MomentUM Praise Team
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Mispillion Children’s Chorus
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m., Music Room
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♫Praise Team
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Sanctuary Choir
Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m., Music Room
♫AveNotes
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Do you like to sing? Do you play an instrument? If you are interested in using your musical gifts
here at Avenue Church please contact Kevin Chamberlain, kbchamberlain@avenueumc.com or
(302) 236-1276.

UPCOMING
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY: Do you like working with Flowers? Looking for help arranging flowers
during services on All Saints’ Sunday, November 6th. Contact Sandy Culotta
swculotta@gmail.com.
AUTUMN HARVEST SALE: The United Methodist Women Autumn Harvest Sale is coming soon.
You can expect to see handmade and home-made items from craft items to wreaths to knitted
and hand sew items and CHEESE. Baked goods are welcome too. It is not too late to start
making crafts or handmade garments to donate. Small plants, paintings, boutique type things
and jewelry all are welcome. Please contact the church office, Peggy Hughes or Linda Keller to
donate. Mark your calendar to come pick up some wonderful Christmas gifts at this year’s
Autumn Harvest Sale in Fellowship Hall on Friday, November 18th and Sunday, November
20th.

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES/MINISTRIES
NEW SMALL GROUP STUDY—BAPTISM: Have you ever wondered why Baptism is such a major
part of Christianity? And if it's "such a big deal" than why do some denominations consider it a
sacrament and others call it an ordinance? What does the Bible say about Baptism and where
does the Methodist doctrine fit into the picture? All those questions and more will be addressed
in a new small group study being led by Pastor Wendy on Monday mornings,
beginning November 7th and continuing weekly through November 28th at 10:00 a.m. in the
Grier Room. All who wish to understand more about this important sacrament are invited to
attend.
GRIEFSHARE: Regardless of the circumstances, grief recovery is a difficult and painful process.
If you are hurting from the loss of a loved one, please prayerfully consider attending
GriefShare—a Christ-centered, biblically based support group for people grieving the loss of a
loved one. This 13-week cycle continues on Thursday, November 3rd from 6:30–8:30 p.m., in
the Grier Room. Please call the church office for additional information or to register.
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY will resume its study of God’s Word on November 7th at 6:30
p.m. with The Patriarchs – Encountering the God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob, by Beth Moore.
We welcome and encourage anyone interested to join our group. Please call Cheryl Pusey (302)
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381-2474 or the church office.
TUESDAY MORNING SISTERS’ BIBLE STUDY: New Study: The Forgotten God begins
November 8th with Pastor Wendy. Please call Ginny Van Tine (302) 422-4282, Brenda Powers
(302) 422-8821 or leave a message in the church office if you would like to join us. We meet at
10:00 a.m. in the Grier Room.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: We will continue our 5-week study “A Call to Action”
until November 9th. Pastor Tom will lead this study in the home of Poncho and Lisa Johnson.
Dinner is at 6:00 p.m. with the bible study at 7:00 p.m.
TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: A class on Christianity and World Religions will continue on
Tuesdays, at 7:00 p.m. in the Holzmueller Room until November 8th. We will be using the
book Christianity and World Religions by Rev. Adam Hamilton. If you are interested in
attending this class, please contact Rev. John Van Tine at 422-4282.
WIDOW/WIDOWERS/LOST AND FOUND GROUP will meet today November 2nd at 2:00 p.m. in
the Heritage Room. Come join us. Contact Janice Abbott at (302) 422-1863.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP: The Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group will meet the 2nd
Monday of each month. The next meeting will be November 8th at 4:00 p.m. in the Grier
Room.
BOOK CLUB: We will be meeting on November 20th at 12:15 p.m. in the Grier Room. Bring
your lunch. We will read the last chapter of “Finding My Way Home” by Henri Nouwen. All are
welcome.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) CIRCLES have begun and will be meeting again in
October. If you would like to be a part of a mission minded group of women who share, read,
laugh, and grow in their faith, please come to one of the circle meetings on Tuesday,
November 15th at 9:45 am, 1:30 pm, or 7:00 pm. If meetings don’t work for you, then consider
the Electronic ( E) circle to stay informed about meetings, service projects and the activities of
UMW. If you have questions, please contact Beth Parker at (302) 382-5581.
UNITED METHODIST MEN (UMM) Activities and Donations January 2015 - October 2016:
02/01/15 St. Paul’s UMC Camp Pecometh scholarships - $400
02/04/15 Jammin for Jarod - $25
05/18/15 For two Troop #186 college scholarships - $1,000
05/19/15 Confirmand Breakfast - $138.66
11/17/15 Thanksgiving Baskets - $110
11/12/15 Half of Boy Scout Scholarship Troop #186- $500
12/16/15 Fusion Youth Rally - $440
02/29/16 Alaska Mission Trip - $765
04/13/16 St. Paul’s UMC Camp Pecometh scholarships - $500
04/30/16 Half of Boy Scout Scholarship for Troop #186 - $500
Total expenditures $4,378.66

13

Other Activities:
Worked more than 100 man-hours @ yearly yard sale, removed and hauled away 7 large trees
from behind the rental property. Over 100 man-hours and helped monitor one day music
festival on Church grounds. Over 75 man-hours. Three Pancake breakfasts to cover the
expenses listed above.

OUTREACH
THE MILFORD COMMUNITY PANTRY: The Milford Community Pantry is so thankful for the
folks at Avenue who support us with gifts of food, gifts of time and gifts of money. The need
has grown over the years and currently we feed over 100 families every month. We are okay
right now with our volunteer help but I will put the call out if that changes.
AVENUE PRESCHOOL has a limited number of openings for the 2016-17 school year. To be
eligible, a child must be at least 36-months old on or before August 31st. We are a Star Level 5,
Delaware Stars rated program offering a high quality early education experience. For more
information contact office@avenuepreschool.org or (302) 422-8111. Be sure to visit our
Facebook page and website at: www.avenuepreschool.org.
2017 CHICK-FIL-A CALENDARS FOR SALE: Each calendar comes with a Chick-Fil-A card to
use for free food every month for a year! Cost $8 each and the proceeds go to Avenue
Preschool. Available in the Preschool Office. Treat yourself and buy a few for stocking
stuffers or hostess gifts!
MATTHEW PROJECT is in need of a sofa and chair. Beds are always needed!. Please call
Joanne at (302) 422-6152 or Norman Remick at (302) 424-7921.
SAMARITAN’S PURSE/ OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD/ SHOEBOX MINISTRY: Plan to fill a
shoebox with specific items designated to bring joy to a child. The brochures telling you how to
pack a shoebox are located on the Fellowship Foyer table. There are some official shoeboxes
available for you if requested. Each shoebox must also include $7.00 to cover shipping and the
discipleship course book. Each shoebox needs to labeled with the official label designating age
range and whether for boy or girl. All boxes must be at church no later than November 13th
and earlier if possible.
SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST AT THANKSGIVING: Avenue Church will have baskets
available on Sunday mornings during worship with paper turkeys, pumpkins and leaves
listing the items needed to fill Thanksgiving baskets for needy families in our community.
You are encouraged to take one or more shapes and return the specific item(s) on or before
November 20th. The food will then be combined into the family Thanksgiving Dinner baskets
by our FUSION youth group and distributed by the Milford Police Dept. and the Matthew
Project. Please do not bring in your turkey donations until Sunday, November 20th due to
space limitations in the freezer. Our 2016 goal is 80 families, last year we were able to serve
75 families.

COMMUNITY
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CHRISTIAN MART: The Christian Mart (formerly the Mustard Seed) would like to invite
you to stop in to browse the through the new store. More merchandise comes weekly, so
come check us out. They are now accepting applications for a few part-time employees. If
you are interested please stop in for more information. Located in Airport Plaza on
DuPont Highway in Milford. (302) 422-8808
CONGO COVENANT PARTNERSHIP with Donna and Jonathan Baker has an exciting new
ministry. We are calling it a glasses ministry. You may remember that there was
difficulty securing visas for eye doctors to help people get new glasses. So the Bakers are
now going to bring sunglasses and reading glasses to people in Congo. We do NOT need
glasses but what we are being asked to do is to collect hard backed suitcases to pack the
glasses that they already have. Please let the church office know if you have a hard
backed suitcase to donate. The UMW are going to store and pack the suitcases. We
will also be taking up an offering at some time to pay for the expensive shipping of these
suitcases full of miracles for many children and adults in the Congo.
UMW MISSION U is happening on Saturday, November 12, 2016. This is a chance to
learn about a current justice issue: Climate Justice. You will also have a chance to
worship with other women from around the Peninsula- Delaware Conference and share a
meal together. The cost is $65.00 for the day. The adult leader is Mary Baldridge and
there are sessions for youth and children led by Denise Snyder. It is being held in Dover
at Wesley United Methodist Church from 8:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Registration forms and
more information can be found on the Fellowship Foyer table. Any questions please
contact Beth Parker at (302) 382-5581.

LAST WEEK AT AVENUE
Attendance:
2015
8:00
70
9:30
220
Sunday School
78
11:00
67
Thursday Service
0
FUSION
0
Total
435

2016
48
189
75
66
19
73
451
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CALENDAR
SUNDAY 11/6
8:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
5:00 p.m.
Girls Scout Troop 272,
Heritage Room
6:00 p.m.
FUSION, Wesley Room
MONDAY 11/7
11:00 a.m.
AA, Wesley Room
5:00 p.m.
Girl Scout Troop 140,
Heritage Room
6:00 p.m.
Cub Scouts—Webelos 2, Room 206
6:30 p.m.
Bible Study, Grier Room
6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir, Sanctuary
6:30 p.m.
Pack Comm. Meeting, Heritage Room
7:00 p.m.
First State Harmonizers,
Music Room
7:00 p.m.
Monday Night Bible Study,
Holzmueller Room
7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall
8:00 p.m.
AA, Room 206
TUESDAY 11/8
10:00 a.m.
Archives Comm. Meeting,
Archives Room
10:00 a.m.
Sister’s Bible Study, Grier Room
1:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting, Carpenter Room
2:00 p.m.
4H, Wesley Room
6:00 p.m.
MomentUM Praise Team
Rehearsal, Wesley Room
6:00 p.m.
Covenant Discipleship Group,
Wendy’s Office
6:15 p.m.
Mispillion Children’s Chorus,
Music Room
6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts—Bears, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m.
Bible Study, Holzmueller Room
7:00 p.m.
Central Delaware Chess Club,
Room 206
7:00 p.m.
Praise Team Rehearsal,
Sanctuary

WEDNESDAY 11/9
10:30 a.m.
Writing Group, Grier Room
1:30 p.m.
Knitting Group, Grier Room
3:00 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary
and Music Room
5:00 p.m.
Instrumental Rehearsal,
Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.
Women’s Emmaus Reunion,
Room 202
6:00 p.m.
AveNotes, Sanctuary
6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts—Webelos 1,
Wesley Room
7:00 p.m.
Code Purple Volunteer Training,
Fellowship Hall
THURSDAY 11/10
9:00a.m.
DCOM, Heritage Room and
Conference Room
11:00 a.m.
AA, Wesley Room
2:00 p.m.
Mentoring Dover District,
Holzmueller Room
2:30 p.m.
Women’s Emmaus Reunion,
Room 202
6:30 p.m.
GriefShare, Grier Room
6:30 p.m.
New Worship Service,
Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.
Women’s Emmaus Group,
Carpenter Room
FRIDAY 11/11 ~ CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
8:00 p.m.
AA, Wesley Room
SATURDAY 11/2
9:00 a.m.
Covenant Funding Retreat,
Fellowship Hall
12:00 p.m. Happiness Project, Wesley Room
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SUNDAY 11/13
7:30 a.m.
AveNotes, Music Room
8:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:45 a.m.
Confirmation Class, Grier Room
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
6:00 p.m.
FUSION, Wesley Room

“A Dynamic Faith Community Growing in
Hope, Love and Service”
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