
  

 

The Midweek 

Matthew 25:34 -40 says, òThen the king will say to those at his right hand, 

ôCome, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world;  for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 

care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.õ Then the righteous will answer 

him, ôLord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 

and gave you something to drink?   And when was it that we saw you a stranger 

and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?   And when was it that we 

saw you sick or in prison and visited you?õ And the king will answer them, 

ôTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 

of my family,  you did it to me.õó 

 

Visiting the sick and shut -ins is one of the most meaningful and special parts of 

my pastoral experience.  I have seen the glory of God at its most epic in some of 

the most horrible times of a personõs life.  Hospice and ICU for example are 

places where I have had some of the deepest conversations about the kingdom 

of God and the Lordõs power and sovereignty.  I have also been honored and 

blessed to have been there when people have been carried to heaven.   

 

Then there are other times when I have simply had a wonderful debate on 

whether NCIS, NCIS -LA or NCIS -New Orleans is the best or if it was possible 
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to smuggle a whole pizza into the hospital without anyone knowing it.  (You 

can get it in but it does not take long for the smell to make its way down the 

halls.)  

 

The hardest part of pastoral visits however is to figure out what people want 

when it comes to pastoral visits.  Some folks donõt want anyone to visit due to 

privacy concerns or simply because they want to focus on healing without 

outside intervention. Others want to be visited in the hospital but not at home, 

or vice versa.  And yet others want to wait a few days into a hospital stay 

before anyone comes so they can begin recovering, go through testing, or simply 

get into a rhythm of the hospital routine.  I have also been tossed out of 

hospital rooms as a result of the fear that òwhen the pastor shows up it must 

mean I am dying and I donõt want to die.ó  Some patients donõt want to be seen 

without makeup or being fully dressed but others have shared incisions, 

locations of injuries and the results of medical procedures without concern.  

 

Sometimes I have been told that someone is in the hospital only to show up 

without them being there at all or already released from the ER.  And I have 

gotten notes, calls, emails and texts from a well -meaning friend about a person 

who is ill and wants me to visit only to find out that the òpatientó was just fine. 

Without mentioning names or what church it was, the very worst was when I 

got a phone call from the neighbor of a couple where the gentleman had been in 

assisted living and this helpful person called to tell me the man had died 

overnight.  When I placed the call to set up a visit with the supposed widow, 

she was shocked to hear her husband had died.  She thought that perhaps the 

facility where he was staying had called us first so we could tell her the sad 

news.  He was still very much alive.  That was horrible.  

 

To make matters worse however, when he did finally die and the funeral home 

called to make arrangements, the first thing out of my mouth when I was told 

he had passed was òare you sure?ó Iõm sure they thought I was incredibly 

insensitive until I explained why I had asked.  

 

I mention all of this in recognition that there is no one formula for pastoral 

visits. So here is my request! If you are in a position where itõs likely a pastoral 

visit is in your future, just let me know what YOU want in terms of visits and 

when (and if) you want me to come see you.  I do my very best to figure it out 

but I know on several occasions I have gotten it wrong.  The biggest concern is 

when someone wants a visit but I donõt even know they are in the hospital or 

recovering at home.  We have so many people who take vacations that are 

weeks and months long that we donõt always recognize if someone is on holiday 
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or recovering from a procedure.  

 

When in doubt, we will always err on the side of privacy and confidentiality. 

And we will always respect a request to stay away if that is what we hear 

from the patient, no matter what the family or friends thinks the patient 

needs.    

 

One last thingérest assured that we will not share medical diagnosis or even 

add you to the prayer list without your consent.  We are here for you and 

always want to make you comfortable as you deal with your medical concerns 

and needs. 

 

And always, we want to bring glory and honor to God forever.  
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A Call to Prayer for a Just Peace  
Rev. Dr. Susan Henry -Crowe August 9, 2017  

 

Amid tensions with North Korea, and joining with the World Council of Churches, the 

general secretary issues a call to prayer for peace.  

 

On this day, 72 years ago, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese 

city of Nagasaki ð just three days after dropping one on the city of Hiroshima. It is 

estimated that over 150,000 people were killed over those three days.  

 

Fast forward to present day, the last few months have been met with anxiety and 

tension around threats of nuclear weapons and warfare. Leaders in North Korea 

continue to isolate their country as they threaten Creation with nuclear missiles. 

Leaders in the United States agitate and provoke with threats of destruction.  It is 

during times like these when we must join together in a call for the 

exhaustion of all diplomatic efforts before turning to military action.  

 

The United Methodist Church believes war to be òincompatible with the teachings and 

example of Christ.ó The Church òinsists that the first moral duty of all nations is to 

work together to resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises between or 

among themó (2016 Book of Discipline, Social Principles ¶165.C ). The United 

Methodist Church also òsupports the abolition of nuclear weaponséWe call all 

nations that possess nuclear weapons to renounce these vile instruments of mass 

destruction and to move expeditiously to dismantle all nuclear warheads and delivery 

vehiclesó (2016 Book of Resolutions, #6129 ). 

 

In the Council of Bishopsõ 1985 foundation document òIn Defense of Creation: the 

Nuclear Crisis and a Just Peace,ó the bishops assert that one of the òmost important 

purposes of Christian peacemaking is the exercise of their God -given power in the 

political arena.ó They affirm two essential means of fulfilling this purpose: 

 

1. personal involvement of United Methodist leaders, lay and clergy, at every level in 

nurturing political action as an imperative of shalom, and  

2. direct and regular personal engagement of our church members with policy makers 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!JKyld1P+dberIgVlst7dfPoMW3ZoSSq43bgDiuDxL8mtrBsgfZUAgrHU3dkZUIRh0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!FWFXiRBlK3sMF1YwiZMLw+5TNGQaWjPmdV4pYRMGJQ3naXAdwvRziImPWOBeLi2y0
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!F6iEDoO82xQKxKSnrRJ01zmcGKun+JMMHdL3iUNm4-ffQ0TiDfb-C1xttsZFKs7yM
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in foreign and defense policy.  

 

The bishops also make clear that peacemaking is òultimately a spiritual issue,ó and 

òwithout conversion of minds and hearts, the political systems of this world will 

remain estranged from shalom.ó 

 

Because of this need for spiritual and political peace, the World Council of Churches 

has designated this Sunday, August 13th 2017, as the Sunday of Prayer for the 

Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula. The National Council of Churches in 

Korea (NCCK) and the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) have  prepared a 

prayer  for churches to use on Sunday.  

 

So I call upon all United Methodists to join in prayer this Sunday: for peace 

on the Korean Peninsula, for peace in the hearts of our leaders, and for 

peace among all peoples.  

 

May we continue to faithfully follow the Prince of Peace, and find comfort in the 

words of the Apostle Paul:  

 

òFor he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 

down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.ó (Ephesians  2:14) 

 

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!A1kl88EWrn-ttgvTKksjOkYnWSEzMJQRU24wjZ03ICve9ZxAoRfwUy5Za4yT0NB8g
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!A1kl88EWrn-ttgvTKksjOkYnWSEzMJQRU24wjZ03ICve9ZxAoRfwUy5Za4yT0NB8g
https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!yKy1kAz7LF7EabBcRxnAV6q4NtwbaX17LrImEjLWK9MnWXCF3djli7r9xUzvsz-Ww
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS  

 

 

§ SPRC Meeting ñAugust 17 th  at 7:00 p.m., Carpenter Room  

 

§ Trustees Meeting ñAugust 21 st at 7:00 p.m., Grier Room  

 

§ Church Council Meeting ñAugust 23 rd  at 7:00 p.m., Grier Room  
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United Methodist Women Mission Distributions for 2016     

 

So where do all the funds go that are raised at the Yard Sale, the Harvest Bake and 

Craft Sale, the Palm Sunday weekend Candy Sale and other UMW money raising 

events?   Each year there are different needs but last year, in 2016, the funds were 

distributed as follows:  

 

To Avenue UM Church:   

 Alaska Mission Trip    

 Card Making  

Cards for Shut -ins  

Avenue UMC Parish Purse  

Avenue UMC Fusion  

Vacation Bible School (one meal)  

 

To mission projects that support the greater Milford Community:  

 Code Purple  

 Bay Health Foundation (chapel)  

 Milford Community Food pantry  

St. Paulõs UMC Pecometh campership 

Ralph Spain Pecometh campership  

Ken Crest Group Homes -Milford  

Sleeping Bag Mission  

Matthew Crismon Tree  

Matthew Projects  

 

To mission projects serving beyond Milford but Delaware:  

 Pacem de Terris  

 The Way Home Ministry  

Neighborhood House  

Camp New Hope  

 Arc of Delaware (food)  

 

To International Projects  

Baker Congo Partnership  

 UMW Conference for national and international mission projects.  

 

    2016 Mission Giving Total: $15,373.02  
 

Individual UMW Circles also collect and raise money to support other missions such 

as Operation Christmas Child, local family needs, and others.  
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