The Midweek
Wednesday, November 22, 2017

From the desk of our Pastors . . .
I found myself with a rare opportunity this past Saturday. I had finished my
work for the Sunday service, the visits for the day were over, Michael had
plans, and I was home alone with some free time. It hardly ever happens. I
decided to take advantage of the evening by making up a batch of homemade
cream-of-tomato soup that I could freeze and have it available this winter.
It’s quite a process with chopping of tomatoes, onions, carrots, celery, garlic and
requires spices, sugars, chicken broth and a lot of time. After everything is
mixed together it has to simmer for several hours before it can be “finished off”
and the cream added.
After I got the soup on the stove, I decided to use the simmering time to clean
my kitchen and dining area. It was not the type of clean-up I do every day after
I make dinner. This time included reorganizing my pantry, washing the floors,
scrubbing walls, wiping down the inside and outside of the refrigerator, dusting
all the furniture and cleaning every nook and cranny of the area. Dust, crumbs
and anything sticky were public enemy number one.
It felt good to have gotten it all done. It looked amazing, smelling like bleach
and gleaming in the light. It was so motivating I even started to put my
“usual” stuff away and prepared to get the Christmas decorations out.
Naturally I had to text Michael to tell him how efficient I was being. I wanted

him to think that he was getting ready to marry the female version of Mr.
Clean.
That was until the time came to put the soup in the blender and puree it. I
don’t know what or why it happened but when I hit the button, the lid popped
off and the entire batch of tomato soup went flying. It covered the counters,
the walls, the floors, and all the other areas I had just meticulously cleaned.
All of my hard work and hours of effort went out the window in a brief moment
of chaos. I wanted to drag myself off to bed and forget it until the morning but
I cleaned it up the best I could and whined excessively to the cats who watched
the whole episode with a hint of cynicism. More importantly, I wish I had never
told Michael because as it turned out, the house was no better off than before I
started. And I didn’t set clean the kitchen for his benefit. I simply did it
because it was the right thing to do.
This situation made me think about Matthew 6:1. It says, “When you do good
deeds, don’t try to show off. If you do, you won’t get a reward from your Father
in heaven.”
I don’t think God was responsible for the soup exploding in my kitchen. But
perhaps the Lord was using the situation to bring this scripture to my mind in
advance of me doing something the Creator would not appreciate. The
Almighty does teach lessons in ways that we don’t anticipate.
On another note, I wish you all a blessed, happy and contented
Thanksgiving. I will miss you next Sunday as I am celebrating the holiday
with family in Olathe, Kansas and will be joining my sister at the Church of
the Resurrection, led by Adam Hamilton. If you have read any of his books, you
know he has a way words and I’m looking forward to seeing him lead his
congregation.
In all ways, and at all times, to God be the glory.
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From the desk of our Conference Director…..

Just Shine
I remember a Christmas story about a child who wanted a part in the Christmas
pageant. She received the part of the star. Her parents thought she might be
disappointed, but she loved her part. She would stand in front of the mirror daily to
practice. Her mother asked her what she had to do as the star, and she replied, “Just
shine! I’m practicing shining to get people safely to Jesus!” No wonder Jesus called a
child into the middle of the disciples and invited his followers to be just like that child.
Jesus calls us to “just shine!” But, often we forget to do that simple role. We forget to
let our light shine.
I wonder if it is because we have become discouraged. Last week at a gathering with
my colleagues, one pastor shared the story of The Little Red Lighthouse and the Great
Grey Bridge. The book tells the story of a little lighthouse on the Hudson River, whose
flashing light and gonging bell warned ships of where the land jutted out, so that they
would not run aground. It did a great job keeping ships safe and guiding them through
the river.
One day, however, some men began construction on a great grey bridge, which is the
George Washington Bridge to Manhattan, across the Hudson River. The bridge also
had a light, much higher than the little lighthouse. And, the bridge served as a
connecting point between two groups of people. So, the little red lighthouse felt very
sad and no longer shined its light or rang its gong. One day, in the midst of a great fog,
a tugboat traveling up the Hudson kept looking for the flash of the little red
lighthouse, and listening for its gong. But, the little red lighthouse no longer shone or
rang its bell. The tugboat, with nothing to guide it, went aground on the rocks and
broke apart. The lighthouse learned that ships and boats still needed its light to
navigate safely around Manhattan.
My friend compared churches to the little red lighthouse or the great grey bridge. He
said that God longs for us to serve as a bridge to the community, connecting people
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with each other and with Jesus. Many thriving churches do just that. But, some
churches no longer have the resources to build a bridge to the community. Maybe
their membership has aged to where they cannot offer mission and ministry to their
community. Perhaps their budgets have shrunk too small to fund any kind of
bridging ministry. Or, some have just gotten discouraged, comparing themselves to
bigger churches and more active ministries. So, they have turned their light off.
But, Jesus still needs churches to be lighthouses. If they cannot be bridges, they can
still shine the light of Jesus Christ into their corner of the world, guiding people
safely around obstacles and helping them navigate this river we call life. Even the
tiniest of churches can still be a lighthouse. All you have to do is be like that little
girl: just shine!
What might shining your light look like as a church? Perhaps you can still fill
backpacks for children with food for the weekends. Maybe you can adopt a local
school and serve as mentors to the children. Or you could throw your doors wide open
to any and all who need prayer. What if we became known as the church who loves
and who prays? I do not know how God calls your particular church to shine. But, I
know that God does call each of us to at least shine. If we have more resources, we
can build a bridge to the community. Yet, even if you cannot build a bridge, everyone
can shine the light of Jesus Christ.
As the days grow darker as we approach the winter solstice, we recognize the need for
more light. How might God call you to “just shine?” How can your church be a
lighthouse to the community, shining the light of the world (Jesus Christ) everywhere
around them? How can your church perhaps partner with another church to
collaboratively build a bridge to the community? What if two lighthouses shone
together? More people could navigate the stormy times of their lives, finding Jesus’
love when all else threatens them. We could live our vision of “Connected
Christians offering the hope of Jesus Christ in today’s world.” So, let your
light shine and do not be afraid of the new bridges to the community. God’s purpose
remains the same: to share the wonderful love of Christ to our world. Let’s get
shining!

Blessings on the journey,

Vicki
Rev. Dr. Vicki Gordy-Stith
Director of Connectional Ministries
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOSPITAL VISITS: Please help the pastors by calling the church office at (302) 422-8111 when
someone from the church is hospitalized.
ELECTRONIC GIVING is being offered at Avenue Church. An Information Sheet with
Authorization Agreement is available on the table in Fellowship Foyer. Simply fill out the
authorization agreement and return it to the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS: If you want to reserve a Sunday please call the church office then call Milford
Plant, Flower and Garden Shop at (302) 422-4961. Flowers are placed in the altar vases up by
the cross.

PRAYER CONCERNS PAST WEEK: The people of Sutherland Springs, TX and the First Baptist
church, The family and friends of Jared Salevan, Edie and Roger Perry who lost their sister-inlaw, Melissa and Jordan in the loss of their Dad and Poppy, Beth Judy, Julia, Diane Dolan,
Parker, Josh Doyon’s grandfather, Neil Parker, Janice Abbott, Bryn O’Connor in the passing of
her mother, Karen, Michael Contino, Collen Dunham, April McIntyre, Katie and Brandon,
Gauge and Brittney, Jolene and Aunt Pat, Bethany, Donny and Sammy, Pastor Tom, Manny,
Bill and Jill Gustin, Chris, Jacob, Kirsten Pearce, Kathy Sullivan, Ximara Sterling, Holly
Maloney, Craig, Susan DelleDonne, Bill Owens, Michelle McCloskey Charlie Harding, Bobby
Walls, Isaiah Magathan, Barbara Gallagher, Ginny Clendaniel, Betty Ziesel’s son, Robert
Mercer, William Gaskill, Carmen, The Lingo family, Kris Lawson, Sophia Grace, Prayers for
peace, Sage Kemper and his parents and grandparents, Larry Price’s brother-in-law, Stuart
Renna, Leon Tschantre, For all the veterans who have served our country and in addition to our
soldiers, the pacifists in our midst who model Jesus’ call to turn the other cheek.
PRAYER CONCERNS CURRENT WEEK: Jack and Mary Lou Sheaffer and family, Joe and Grace
Irish, Julia, Neil Parker, Patsy Sullivan, Cortney, the young person whose calf was hit by a car,
Janice Abbott, Colleen Dunham, April McIntyre, Kirsten Pearce, the victims of the shooting in
California, the people of Puerto Rico, William Gaskill, Arthur, Beth Judy, Leon Tschantre,
Sandra, Ferd Nelson, Jon and Kim, Christopher, Dave, Mike, Tom Herlihy, everyone traveling
over the holiday, Bobby Walls, Craig, Pat, Jennifer Lilly, Lisa Wyatt, Parker, Dot Sophos,
Marian Dickerson, and all those who lost loved ones over this past year.
Rejoice with: Joanne McKay, Ginny Clendaniel, Randy and Faith Ennis .

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
George and Lorraine Reph who will celebrate their 54th anniversary on November 23rd.
Gerald and Shelby Swain who will celebrate their 62nd anniversary on November 24th.
Randy and Faith Ennis welcomed their first granddaughter Brighton Avery
Ennis 11/16/2017; born in Atlanta, GA, she is the daughter of Colin and Jessica (Wyatt) Ennis.

WEEKLY MUSIC REHEARSALS:
♫Handbells
Mondays, at 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
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♫MomentUM Praise Team
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Mispillion Children’s Chorus
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m., Music Room
♫Praise Team
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Sanctuary Choir
Wednesdays, at 3:00 p.m., Music Room
♫AveNotes
Wednesdays, at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Do you like to sing? Do you play an instrument? If you are interested in using your musical gifts
here at Avenue Church please contact Kevin Chamberlain, kbchamberlain@avenueumc.com or
(302) 236-1276.

UPCOMING
ADVENT WREATH
Lighting the Advent Wreath in worship is a cherished tradition at Avenue. We are recruiting 16
families to light the wreath this year. We use ‘families’ as a broad sense to include single
parents, step families, multiple generations, and even traditional families. We are looking for
volunteers for all three services on December 3rd, 10th, 17th, and four families for Christmas Eve
(3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., and 11:00 p.m.).

To volunteer to light the Advent Wreath, please contact Pastor Wendy Owen at
wendyowen@avenueumc.com and indicate which service you attend (8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., or
11:00 a.m.) and which Sunday or Christmas Eve service you are available. You will receive back
from Pastor Wendy, simple instructions for lighting, as well as the reading that accompanies
the lighting. Thank you.

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES/MINISTRIES
UMW GENERAL MEETING: Mark your calendars for the next UMW Covered Dish luncheon
on Sunday, December 3rd in Fellowship Hall, following the 11:00 worship service. Our
speaker will be our very own Pastor Wendy Owen who will share with us all that she learned
about her exciting Mission trip to South Korea. You will not want to miss all the news and
exciting insights coming from that trip. Plan to come - all are invited.
TUESDAY MORNING SISTERS’ BIBLE STUDY: No Class on November 21st. Starting on
November 28th we will be begin our Advent study: Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado
Please join us at any time. Contact Ginny Van Tine (302) 422-4282, Brenda Powers (302) 4228821 or leave a message in the church office if you would like to join us. We will meet in the
Grier Room at 10:00 a.m.
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WEDNESDAY DISCIPLE CLASS meets at 7:00 p.m. in the Holzmueller Room. Over the next 32
weeks the class will be exploring the Bible. To register, please call Josh Willey at (302) 4228952. Our next class will be on November 22nd.
SUNSHINE ADULT BIBLE STUDY: The Sunshine Adult Bible Class, which meets at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday mornings in the Grier Room, will be studying the following topics for the month of
November: November 26th "God's True Covenant People" from I Corinthians 11:23-34. Come
and be part of these studies on God's Everlasting Covenant with each of us.
WIDOW/WIDOWERS/LOST AND FOUND GROUP our next meeting on December 6th at 2:00
p.m. in Pastor Wendy’s Office. Come join us. Contact Pastor Wendy at (302) 422-8111.
EXPLORING FAITH BOOK CLUB meets on the third Sunday of the Month at 12:15 p.m. in the
Grier Room. Our next meeting is December 17th. We shall continue our study of the
“Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis by looking at letters 10 through 18.
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP: The Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group will meet the 2nd
Monday of each month. The next meeting will be December 11th at 4:00 p.m. in the Grier
Room.
VBS: Vacation Bible School is looking for a Kitchen Coordinator. Please be praying about this
role. If you are interested please contact Sarah Pasmore. We would also like to thank Carol
Evans who has been our VBS Kitchen Coordinator for many years. We appreciate all that she
has done to make VBS such a success for our children.

OUTREACH
MILFORD COMMUNITY PANTRY: We will not be collecting in November and December so
we can focus on collecting for Thanksgiving baskets and Chrismon Tree.
AVENUE PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR THE 2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR. Registration is ongoing
for a limited number of spots for the 2017-18 school year, which is the preschool's 50th year
providing early education services in the community. To be eligible, a child must be at least 36months old on or before August 31st, unless entering our new "Young Beginners" program--see
next section for those details. Registration must be done in person. Contact the Preschool
Director, Paula Yeich, and at (302) 422-8775 for information or send an email
to: office@avenuepreschool.org. Be sure to visit our Facebook page and website
at: www.avenuepreschool.org.
AVENUE PRESCHOOL NEW-OFFER: Children who will turn 3 after August 31st but
before December 31, 2017 are now able to register for our beginners program. They will be in
our 2 day program that is on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Children must
be potty-trained before the first day of school. Children in our preschool program are actively
involved in a curriculum that stresses the social, emotional, physical and academic aspects of
their development. For further information please see the contact details in the Avenue
Preschool section above.
2018 CHICK-FIL-A CALENDARS FOR SALE: Each calendar comes with a Chick-Fil-A card to
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use for free food every month for a year! Cost $10 each and the proceeds go to Avenue
Preschool. Available in the Preschool Office. Treat yourself and buy a few for stocking
stuffers or hostess gifts!
CALY CHRISTMAS LETTER: Please sign the Christmas greeting for the College Age Level
Youth. It is located in the Foyer Sunday, November 26th.
CODE PURPLE
Remember the story of Jesus on the road to Emmaus? Well on Friday, Saturday and Sunday
nights, volunteers were permitted to walk the road to Emmaus with Jesus.
Jesus was named Joe, Ronnie, Charles and Keith. They were dropped off by good Samaritans
who knew that the temperatures would be unbearable… Some walked.
But they came to seek refuge for a night. Two of them had never been in a place like Avenue
before. Two of them already knew the ropes. They were frightened of being judged, frightened
of being locked up and not allowed to return to the environment that they were comfortable
in. The lady that brought Charles to the shelter, said he slept in their storage container
behind their house.
Keith got dropped off by detox center he had been in, by a driver, because the Center needed
his bed and the next step of his rehab wouldn’t be ready for him until Wednesday. Both Joe
and Keith came with the clothes on their back and that was it.
But that’s not the end of the story. Turned out, Keith is a brittle diabetic. His brother had just
passed away secondary to his diabetes. He had no way to test his blood sugar, nor insulin to
treat it. He wasn’t feeling well later in the evening on Friday, and someone found out about
his diabetes. (He hadn’t told anyone about it because he didn’t want to be a bother.) One of
our volunteers went home and got their glucometer and checked his blood sugar. It was high
but not dangerous. Two very special volunteers, the next morning knew he needed a
glucometer. One of the men was going to go to the drug store and purchase one for him. Then
the other volunteer knew how to get one for Keith for free. The thoughtful volunteer literally
took him and got the supplies he needed until Keith could get the necessary prescriptions he
needed from his attending physician.
This is only one story about how volunteers went out of their way to walk with these men in
whatever way they could. Truly, there were many wonderful acts of love extended by the
many volunteers who came each night to show kindness and warmth to men who were afraid,
tired, hungry and grateful. Thank You to each volunteer, for your love and caring for those
ignored by society.
We are also in need of a donation coordinator at this time. If you are interested in sponsoring
a meal or filling one of the coordinator positions, please contact Joyce Bonnoni
at jbonnonicp@gmail.com or 302-242-8968.
CHRISMON TREE: It’s Chrismon Tree time again! We have made a few changes this year.
ALL gifts are to be new and unwrapped, or in gift bags. This will make the sorting and
distribution process more efficient. Please remember when you take a tag that item is one of
2 to 3 gifts for the person, so if you get a tag with socks that is not all the child receives. Our
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“Christ-centered tree” will be decorated with need tag/ornaments in the Sanctuary,
Saturday, December 2nd. We will receiving items anytime December 3rd—16th. Items
may be brought in early. On December 16th at 9:00 a.m. we will be setting up tables in
Fellowship Hall and marked with a family number. Items that have been returned to the
church will be sorted and placed in bags for the families. All tags/gifts must be returned
by Sunday, December 17th. We will be sorting/bagging items received this day after the
11:00 service. On December 18th all items will be given to families. If you would like to
help with any of these activities, please contact Teresa Jarrell (422-1074) or Karen Williams
(424-1294). Thanks for all your help.

COMMUNITY
AVENUE PRESCHOOL is having a fundraiser on Monday, December 4th at Grotto Pizza in
Milford between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. The restaurant will donate 20% of each check (dine
in or carryout) to Avenue Preschool. Vouchers must be presented and are available in the
Fellowship Foyer or from the Preschool Office.

LAST WEEK AT AVENUE
Attendance:
8:00
9:30
Sunday School
11:00
FUSION
Total

2016
58
180
80
80
33
431

2017
44
155
72
73
44
388
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY 11/30
SUNDAY 11/26
8:30 a.m. Men’s Reunion Group,
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
Conference Room
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Baptism
11:00 a.m. AA, Wesley Room
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
2:30 p.m. Women’s Emmaus Reunion,
10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Room 202
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
7:00 p.m. Troop Committee Meeting,
Grier Room
MONDAY 11/27
11:00 a.m. AA, Wesley Room
FRIDAY 12/1
6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir, Sanctuary
8:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
6:30 p.m. Tiger Den Meeting, Nursery
7:00 p.m. 1st State Harmonizers,
SATURDAY 12/2
Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
7:00 p.m. AA, Room 206
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Wesley Room
SUNDAY 12/3 ~ Communion
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30
a.m. Contemporary Worship
TUESDAY 11/28
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Sisters Bible Study, Grier Room
10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
6:00 p.m. Brownie Troop, Nursery
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
6:00 p.m. MomentUM, Wesley Room
12:00 p.m. UMW General Meeting/Covered
6:15 p.m. Mispillion Children’s Chorus,
Dish, Fellowship Hall
Music Room
3:30
p.m.
Girl Scout Troop 272,
7:00 p.m. Central Delaware Chess Club,
Heritage Room
Room 206
4:30
p.m.
Confirmation Class, Grier Room
7:00 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal,
6:00 p.m. FUSION, Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary
Wesley Room
6:30
p.m.
DD– Pilgrimage Meeting,
WEDNESDAY 11/29
Grier Room
9:00 a.m. Revelation 5, Carpenter Room
1:30 p.m. Knitting Group, Grier Room
3:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir, Music Room
5:00 p.m. Women’s Emmaus Reunion,
Room 202
6:00 p.m. AveNotes, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. Civil Air Patrol, Grier Room
7:00 p.m. Disciple 1 Class,
Holzmueller Room
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