The Midweek
Wednesday, October 24, 2018

From the desk of our Pastors . . .
Walking downtown in Rehoboth last weekend, I saw someone with a t-shirt
that said, “And then Satan said, put the alphabet in math.” I had never
thought about it that way but as a non-math person, I can understand the
concept. For all of you math, engineering and technical types…my hat is off to
you. If you want to talk about Shakespeare than I am your girl. For all
questions related to math, please check in with Pastor Tom.
I don’t really think Satan made the decision to include letters in mathematical
equations but there are times when things are going wrong or don’t make sense
that I do believe Satan is working very hard to stir up trouble. Something that
can seem such a “normal” issue, can turn into a major obstacle that keeps us
from focusing on Jesus when it becomes stressful or mind-consuming. (For
millions of people, math is a real problem – no pun intended),
And those usual things – like a math test or a problem with the car or any type
of typical tribulation that hits our days – can easily take our minds off of
God. Those small annoyances, which we don’t think to pray about because they
are day-to-day concerns, can be just as harmful to us spiritually if we let them
pile up and don’t address them with God. We are likely to turn to the Lord for
the “big problems” like health or relationship issues, but how often do we think
that the enemy might be using those small things to get us to turn from God?
It’s why the Bible tells us in 1 Chronicles 16:11 to, “Seek the Lord and His

strength; seek his presence continually.” Scripture tells us to seek God
constantly, for the big and the small things. Nothing is too small or too large
for God to handle. God can handle everything we give to Him, simultaneously
with all the other issues that the rest of the world gives. He is God and His
power is infinite.
So often when someone is in my office and I ask about whether he/she has
prayed about a problem I get the response that he/she didn’t because “so many
others have things worse than me.” While that may seem noble and kind, it is
also being unfaithful. By saying you don’t think God will have time to deal
with your “smaller” issues, you basically say you don’t trust that God can
handle it all. Why limit God?
For one week I would like you to try giving every issue you can think of to God
– whether it be a major health problem, an upcoming or current stress like a
math test, and all those “smaller” trials like lost keys, that keep us from
focusing on the Lord. For one week, just see what it feels like to give
everything to God and to know that He is carrying it for us. I will be curious to
hear from you about how it felt so send me an email or stop by to tell me.
Rather than limit God, let us give all the glory, honor, power…and issues to
Him, forever and ever.

All Saints’ Sunday is on November 4th at all 3 services.
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From the desk of the Bishop

Believing and being there for domestic violence victims
October is Domestic Violence & Intimate Partner Violence Prevention Month
(Also known as National Domestic Violence Awareness Month)
By Bishop Peggy Johnson
She came to the United Methodist-sponsored DeafBlind Camp*, this
young woman with a small child. Her husband dropped her off. She
could neither see nor hear. But faithful volunteers interpreted for her,
making tactile deaf signs in her hands. And they led her from place to
place during the week of camp activities.
I was running the camp; so I did not have much contact with “Audrey.”** The woman who served as
her support service provider (SSP) sensed that she was burdened with something; but the nature
of it was unclear.
Being deaf and blind comes with huge daily challenges. God bless this volunteer helper! After
camp ended she went to visit “Audrey” at her home, and they formed a bond of friendship.
It was through that bond that the terrible truth about Audrey’s husband came to light. He would
beat her and kick her and put things in her way, so she would fall and hurt herself. This was
unbelievable cruelty behind closed doors.
Thanks to much intervention and support, the volunteer helped Audrey escape from this abusive
environment, move out of the state (with her young child), endure divorce and custody court
proceedings, and begin a new life. It all started with a relationship and the simple fact that the
volunteer believed her story and then did something about it.
Suffering in secret, silent agony
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Many people are living, suffering in secret, silent agony because of abuse. That includes women
and some men, attacked both in and outside of the home. Their abuse comes in the form of
physical violence, sexual violence and emotional violence. Emotional violence can be as damaging
as a fist.

October is “National Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner Violence Prevention Month.” Our
churches can play an important role in prevention by teaching people about appropriate ways of
dealing with anger, proper dating protocols and the dangers of producing and handling
pornography.
Our denomination’s Commission on United Methodist Men has a wonderful, eight-week learning
program to help men in our churches and communities. Adapted from a YWCA
program, Amending through Faith seeks to cultivate a healthy masculinity that recognizes and
challenges disrespect and violence against women as a stubborn cultural norm.

Learn more and view the video on the websiteor contact the
Rev. Dr. Rick Vance at amendthroughfaith@gmail.com or 615620-7277.

The Eastern PA Conference will sponsor a day-long seminar,
titled Domestic Violence: The Faith Community Responds, on Saturday, Nov. 17 at West
Lawn UMC. There will be a keynote speaker from FaithTrust Insitute and workshops,
including one from the Amending through Faith program for men.
The faith community must respond
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Everyone should come to learn about the signs and solutions to
domestic violence and ways that we as the Body of Christ can help end
this deadly, widespread scourge on our society’s treatment of women
and families. We must get more involved, so we can become
wellsprings of healing and hope for wounded victims, many of whom
don’t believe the church cares or is willing or able to help.
The most important thing is believing the victim. Audrey’s life was
changed when one person found her story to be credible. John 8:32
says “You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.” When truth is told it needs to be
believed and then acted upon.
Many times, a victim will summon the courage to tell their story; but then they are not believed. In
some cases, they are punished and ostracized for it. The fear of this syndrome prevents many
from coming forward to tell their stories of often terrible abuse. Instead, they keep it hidden, like a
festering sore on their souls. And it never heals or disappears.
Believe people when they have the courage to tell the truth. But don’t just stop there. Believing
means doing something about it. It means coming alongside persons to offer emotional support. It
means:
 helping victims with escape plans and financial support,




helping both victim and perpetrator find needed therapy,
supporting “safe” houses in your area that provide transitional services,
posting signs in bathroom stalls about how to get help, etc.

The possibilities are endless. It means stepping out and taking risks. Liberating truth is costly, but
it is also a sign of our belief and discipleship in Jesus Christ. His depth of compassionate love and
his actions to heal and set free oppressed persons should be our example.
*The DeafBlind Camp of Maryland was established in 1998 by Deaf Interfaith to provide a safe, fun, barrierfree week for persons who have a significant hearing and vision loss. Bishop Peggy Johnson was its
visionary and director. She led camps there, along with Carol Stevens and others, for 10 years until she
was elected a bishop.
The camp has grown from six campers the first year to over forty campers currently. Campers have varying
degrees of hearing and vision loss; many are totally deaf and blind. In 2015, the DeafBlind Camp of
Maryland, Inc. became a 501(c)(3) organization, allowing for tax deductible donations.
** “Audrey” is a name made up to protect the privacy of this individual.
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For more information contact Colby Johnson at (302) 422-1086
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOSPITAL VISITS: Please help the pastors by calling the church office at (302) 422-8111 when
someone from the church is hospitalized.
ELECTRONIC GIVING is being offered at Avenue Church. An Information Sheet with
Authorization Agreement is available on the table in Fellowship Foyer. Simply fill out the
authorization agreement and return it to the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS: If you want to reserve a Sunday please call the church office then call Milford
Plant, Flower and Garden Shop at (302) 422-4961. Flowers are placed in the altar vases up by
the cross.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: 3rd Quarter Financial Statements are ready for pickup. They are on
the table in the Foyer.
PRAYER CONCERNS PAST WEEK: The family and friends of Arthur Mosher,Jeanette Mosher,
Joyce Bononni, Ashley Bononni, For all those affected by Hurricane Florence and Hurricane
Michael, The family and friends of Jim Campbell, Richard Hughes, Children and families of the
Hughes’s, Bill and Jill Gustin, Craig, Richard Jester, Mike Sharp, Patsy Mitchell, Bob, Nicki
and David, Clifford Joseph, Lida Wells, Linda Breedlove, Flossie Attinger, Charlie Fleetwood,
Jeanie Zaimes, Carrie, Trent Fry, Don, Sandy Reynolds whose father passed away, Michelle &
Joe Schlink, Sam, Tom Breitweiser, Jr. Family members with trust issues, Russell Winebrenner
and Elwood.

Rejoice with: Avenue church as we celebrate the renaming of Pastor Wendy’s old office to “The
Jo Wood Lounge”, Bobby & Mary Bergez, who are expecting a little girl and Patrick & Chantel
Helmick who are expecting in May.
PRAYER CONCERNS CURRENT WEEK: The family and friends of Chet Dickerson, The family
and friends of Pat Vennett, The family and friends of Leighda Schultz, Jeanette Mosher, Joyce
Bononni, and Ashley Bononni, For all those affected by Hurricane Florence and Hurricane
Michael, Children and families of the Hughes’s, Bill and Jill Gustin, Craig, For families with
brothers and sisters who are at odds and do not speak with each other, Families to get through
the holiday season, McKinsey Betts, Nancy Peters, Family of SSgt Matthew Dahl , Alan Jester,
Patsy Mitchell, Lida Wells, Linda Breedlove, Charlie Fleetwood, Jeanie Zaimes, Tom Wolfe, Sue
Hawkins, Vicki Schultes and family, Donald, Carol and Jeanne M. Sutton.
Rejoice with: Avenue church as we celebrate the renaming of Pastor Wendy’s old office to “The
Jo Wood Lounge”, Beau & Jenna Warrington, Brenya Gaskill, Bobby & Mary Bergez, Patrick &
Chantel Helmick, For all prayers that have been answered, Adriana Nelson, Praise God for each
new day and for His love and grace and Praising God for all the improvements with Rowan
Howard’s health and for her parents.
Sympathy to:
The family and friends of Chester “Chet” Dickerson who passed away on October 20, 2018.
Chet joined Avenue Church on October 30, 2011.
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ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS TO:
Bob and Joyce Voshell will celebrate their 60th anniversary on October 25th.

WEEKLY MUSIC REHEARSALS:
♫Handbells
Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
♫MomentUM Praise Team
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Mispillion Children’s Chorus
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m., Music Room
♫Praise Team
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Sanctuary Choir
Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m., Music Room
♫AveNotes
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Do you like to sing? Do you play an instrument? If you are interested in using your musical
gifts here at Avenue Church please contact Kevin Chamberlain,
kbchamberlain@avenueumc.com or (302) 236-1276.

UPCOMING
PASTOR TOM RAISING FUNDS FOR CAMP PECOMETH: Pastor Tom is again running the
Seaside10-miler on Saturday, October 27th at 9am on the Ocean City Boardwalk. He is
geared up to do the full 10 miles but needs your help to raise funds for
summer camp scholarships at Camp Pecometh. Help him hit his goal of $500
to send one camper to camp next summer. Pastor Tom will be out in the
Fellowship Foyer in between services this Sunday to invite you to join him in
this endeavor. Let's shine the light of Christ into a young persons life this
summer through Camp Pecometh.
UMW HANDS ON MISSION DAY will be Saturday, November 17th from
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will be focusing on making
and putting together the tags for the Chrismon Tree. We will also have a Card Making
table. We need lots of help with these projects and look forward to wonderful fellowship with
resulting Crismon Tree tags giving everyone an opportunity to help some folks in need have a
merry Christmas. Let’s spread the love of Christ by working together to help others.
Instead of a specific Harvest Sale date, UMW will be providing an ongoing display of
handmade knitted and crocheted afghans and smaller items for sale. Many items took a great
deal of time to make and have lovely detail. Think Christmas tree or gifts. All money made
from these items will go to Mission projects at home and away. Please check out the display
case and/or display table to see all that is available for Christmas gifts or something to spoil
yourself. Please give funds to Kelly in the office or put in envelope in Health Ministries mail
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box (Peggy Hughes).

PENINSULA DELAWARE CONFERENCE UMW ANNUAL MEETING will be held on October 27,
2018 at 9:30 a.m. at Union UMC, 201 Railroad Ave, St. Michaels, MD 21663. Climate Justice is
the topic presentation.
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY: On November 4th we will be giving out flower buds during services
for All Saints’ Sunday.
HELP WANTED! AVENUE GREETER TEAM: You’ve probably noticed over the past few months,
there’s a friendly greeter to welcome you to church. The Avenue Greeter team needs your
help. We’re inviting you to join and help serve in this ministry. No experience needed, just a
friendly smile and some of your time (a few Sunday mornings throughout the year). If you’re
interested, we invite you to speak with any of our greeters to better understand our mission.
Register today, there’s a signup sheet on the lobby table.
SUNDAY WORSHIP AND SAFETY—UPDATED: Our greeter teams wanted to remind everyone
that on Sunday mornings during worship all the doors, will be locked from 10 minutes after the
service starts until 10 minutes before the service ends. This is being done for all of our safety,
and to limit ingress from anyone wishing to cause our parishioners harm. If you have any
questions about this policy or want more information, please contact the trustees, the safety
team, or the church office. We will try to get you an answer as quickly as we can.

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES/MINISTRIES
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP: The Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s Support Group will meet the 2nd
Monday of each month. The next meeting will be November 12th at 4:00 p.m. in the Grier
Room.
TUESDAY MORNING SISTERS’ BIBLE STUDY: On October 30th we will continue our new study:
The Joy Stealers by Rob Renfroe in the Grier Room at 10:00 a.m. Any questions contact
Ginny Van Tine (302) 422-4282, Brenda Powers (302) 422-8821 or leave a message in the
church office if you would like to join us.
KNIT/CROCHET GROUP: All the scarf kits have been picked up. As the scarves are finished,
please turn them into the office for placement where needed. The current project is making 6”x
9” rectangles, either crocheted or knitted, using worsted yarn, to be used in lap robes for the
Veterans Home. Any questions, please call Mary Lou Sheaffer or Carolyn Humes.
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS: The Sunshine Bible Class meets in the Grier Room at 9:30 a.m.
each Sunday. The study for October is "God Destroys and Re-creates." The October 28th, "Isaac
and Rebekah Continue the Legacy" based on Genesis 24:12-21, 61-67. Please come.
UNITED METHODIST STUDY: Have you ever wondered what United Methodists Believe? If you
have, the this course is for you. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 6th from
7:00—8:00 p.m. in the Grier Room. Rev. Van Tine will lead a discussion on our United
Methodist Beliefs. We will not have class on October 30th.
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EXPLORING YOUR FAITH BOOK CLUB will continue our study of Adam Hamilton’s book
Unafraid. We will meet Sunday, November 18th at 12:15 p.m. in the Grier Room and discuss
Section 2, Chapters 5-8. Please join us.

COMMUNITY
BLESS A FAMILY WITH A THANKSGIVING TURKEY: For a donation of $20.00, you can sponsor
a turkey for a pre-selected family from our community, whom Avenue knows will be most
appreciative. Simply mark a check or an envelope with “Turkey”. Discounted turkeys have
been set aside and The United Methodist Men will be the arms and legs to pass on these
turkeys to grateful families.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD / SHOEBOX MINISTRY: Boxes and literature are being handed
out in the Foyer on Sunday, October 28th and November 4th. This is one of Avenue’s
favorite outreach programs. Pack one nice small toy, such as a doll or stuffed animal or ball
and add other small school supplies, hygiene items and toys. NO toothpaste or candy allowed
anymore and no liquids or lotions. Decide on a girl or boy, age group and enjoy packing.
Every single box must have $9.00 enclosed (or paid online) to pay for shipping. The last
day for bringing your shoebox to church is Sunday, November 11th. If you have any
questions, please call Carole Brennan at (302) 503-3823.
MILFORD COMMUNITY PANTRY: The Milford Community Pantry is beginning a new outreach
to young families. We will be offering diapers. This is a ministry that was done by the MultiCultural church but since they have moved it is no longer available. We are seeking your
support, your comments and your help. The Diaper Closet will be open the first Wednesday
morning of each month beginning in September. (Families will need a referral from church or
social services.) We will need volunteers and diapers. If you are able to provide either, please
contact Tita Lewis or Diane Dolan.
CODE PURPLE: Thank you for all the monetary and physical donations. Right now we are
very well stocked up. Since we don't know how much room we will have in the Wesley Room,
we are going to put the physical donations on hold for now. If you have any questions, please
contact Pastor Tom or Dan Nelson. Thank You!

LAST WEEK AT AVENUE
Attendance:
8:00
9:30
Sunday School
11:00
FUSION
Total

2017
55
160
53
66
42
376

2018
48
139
72
60
42
362
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CALENDAR
SUNDAY 10/28
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class,
Grier Room
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
3:00 p.m. A Day to Give Thanks, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. FUSION, Fellowship Hall and
Wesley Room
MONDAY 10/29
11:00 a.m. AA, Wesley Room
6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir, Choir Room
7:00 p.m. 1st State Harmonizers,
Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. AA, Room 206
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Wesley Room
TUESDAY 10/30
10:00 a.m. Sister’s Bible Study, Grier Room
5:00 p.m. Mispillion Children’s Chorus,
Music Room
6;00 p.m. Improv Group, Heritage Room
6:00 p.m. MomentUM, Wesley Room
7:00 p.m. Central Delaware Chess Club,
Room 206
7:00 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal,
Wesley Room

WEDNESDAY 10/31
1:30 p.m. Knitting /Crocheting Group,
Grier Room
3:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir, Music Room
6:00 p.m. AveNotes, Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Tiger Den Meeting, Wesley Room
7:00 p.m. Theological Reflections,
Carpenter Room
7:00 p.m. Disciple 1 Class, Grier Room

THURSDAY
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

11/1
Men’s Reunion Group
AA, Wesley Room
Women’s Emmaus Reunion
Code Purple Meeting,
Fellowship Hall
Webelos Den, Wesley Room

FRIDAY 11/2
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SATURDAY 11/3
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SUNDAY 11/4 ~ All Saint’s Sunday/
~ Communion
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class,
Grier Room
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
3:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop 272, Heritage Room
6:00 p.m. FUSION, Fellowship Hall and
Wesley Room
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