The Midweek
Wednesday, October 9, 2019

From the desk of our Pastors . . .
As you are reading this, (if you read it sometime the week of October 7), I am in
Alaska for a drill with BP Shipping. I flew out on Monday and will be back on Friday, but
in between my team and I will be putting a group of about 400 people through the
nightmare of a simulated oil spill off the coast of Valdez.
Federal law mandates oil companies do these types of major drills on a regular basis
in order to operate. So for a few days every year, I take part in an exercise where my job is
to make everyone’s lives as miserable as possible. Together with the rest of the “Pita
Team” we become the worldwide media, elected officials from all levels of government,
disgruntled former employees, concerned citizens, irate environmentalists, children
concerned about wildlife, and everyone else we have thought of who may be impacted by
an actual spill. We take on those personas and “throw” at the incident response team all of
the problems we come up with. It takes months of planning by the exercise creators.
Over the course of the drill, I will be 100 different people and I am just one of seven
doing the role playing. We then grade the public information officers and liaison teams and
decide if they pass or fail. There are additional evaluators who are watching and grading
other departments including operations, health and safety, logistics, finance, human
resources, and every other agency and organization that is involved with the incident. It is
our hope that by getting ready before the actual incident takes place, the responding team
will be better prepared to deal with the reality of the situation.
BP takes this very seriously and they spend lots of money to make sure it is done
properly. It’s not just a bunch of people sitting around a room “pretending” to respond. The
helicopters get flown, the ships with the needed equipment and personnel are launched, the
press releases are written, the created television news segments are broadcast on an internal
channel, the phone numbers to report oiled wildlife or make a financial claim are activated,

and the list goes on and on.
And it’s not just BP that is part of the drill. In the case of an actual emergency, the
Coast Guard, EPA, Federal Department of Fish and Wildlife, the State of Alaska, the tanker
companies, local first responders, Forest Service, native American tribal leaders, and a
plethora of other groups would be part of the real thing. So they also are part of the
exercise. Nobody or any agency is spared.
The ramifications of a real spill are endless. You just have to think back to the
Deepwater Horizon disaster to recognize the nightmare impact. If you remember the
Exxon Valdez accident you will understand why we do what we do.
So we drill and train and learn from our successes and mistakes and then we drill and
train some more. And we keep drilling and training so that when it happens, we will be
ready. We need to be as prepared as possible because we all know it’s not a question of “if”
but “when” the next spill will occur.
If you have ever been part of a military drill, you know how this works. There are
plenty of other industries, government agencies, and organizations that do similar
activities.
But it makes me stop and think…why don’t we do the same to get ready for the
return of Christ? Why don’t we take the time to prepare and learn and make our life
experience about waiting for God to come back? Because we also know that His return is
not a question of if but when. We have been promised by the Lord that He will come
again. It’s a sure thing. So why don’t we take it seriously and plan and get ready for the
return of our Savior? If Jesus came back today, would we be ready?
There is a lot of scripture that talks about being prepared for the return of
Jesus. Revelation 16:15 says, “Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who
stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen
exposed.” Matthew 24:43 reminds us, “But know this, that if the master of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into.” 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 4 states, “For you
yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. But
you are not in darkness, brothers and sisters, for that day to surprise you like a thief.” And
2 Peter 3:10 tells us, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and
the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.”
Yes, an oil spill would be a horrible thing but that is nothing compared to not being
ready for Christ’s return to the world. That would be the worst thing that could ever
happen to us. We don’t want to be unprepared and there is no reason we should be. We
have the ability to learn from those who came before us – the disciples and apostles.
Thankfully they have shared their wisdom and knowledge with us through their teaching
and writings. We have an entire book that gives us direction and guidance. The Bible
includes the very words of Jesus himself. We are in fellowship with all Christian believers,
and while we don’t always agree on the way we should go, we do recognize Jesus as Savior
and acknowledge He is coming again. In that way we are all in this together.
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There is no reason why we should not be fully and completely ready for the return
of our Lord and Savior and yet, we fail to prepare because we think it could never happen
in our lifetimes. Are we so sure? Would it not be better to be ready then to be surprised
should it occur? After all, it’s not a question of “if” we will see Him, it’s only a matter of
“when.” Our lives should be focused on preparing for that glorious moment.
For to God belongs the glory and honor forever and ever.

October/November Meeting Reminders


Flu Shots, October 13th from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall



UMW General Meeting/Luncheon, October 13th at 12:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall



Health Ministries Meeting, October 14th at 6:30 p.m. in Grier Room



Trustees Meeting, October 15th at 6:30 p.m. in Heritage Room



SPRC, October 17th at 6:30 p.m. in Carpenter Room



Church Council, October 30th at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall



Charge Conference, November 9th at 9:00 a.m. in Sanctuary
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOSPITAL VISITS: Please help the pastors by calling the church office at (302) 422-8111 when
someone from the church is hospitalized.
ELECTRONIC GIVING is being offered at Avenue Church. An Information Sheet with
Authorization Agreement is available on the table in Fellowship Foyer. Simply fill out the
authorization agreement and return it to the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS: If you want to reserve a Sunday please call the church office then call Milford
Plant, Flower and Garden Shop at (302) 422-4961. Flowers are placed in the altar vases up by
the cross.

PRAYER CONCERNS PAST WEEK: Dee Ann, Jennifer Miller, Charles Stevenson, Craig, Dan,
Mary, Betty Ziesel, Dean Johnson, and David Archut.
Praise God for: For the lawn service and bringing people from all three services together.
PRAYER CONCERNS CURRENT WEEK: Cindy Swain and family, Brie Wyatt, Julie, Bill,
Brandon, Brighteon Ennis, Rachel Susen, Sally Todd, Aiden Birmingham, Tom Price, Marshall
Rea, Gerald Burbage, Family and friends of Rev. John Gilmore, Alex O. Sr. and Adriel, Brayden
Rosebrooks, Dean Johnson, Ramie and Betty Ziesel, Kelly Beiseel, Elle Sheaffer, John
MacBlain, Alan Jester, Charles Stevenson, Joy Benham, Everyone suffering from some type of
mental illness, Jean Layton, Kirsten Pearce and her family, Craig, Christopher, Charlie
Fleetwood, Lydia Ann Carmine, Bill and Marty Brereton, Linda Breedlove, Beverly Harrison,
All those with financial issues, All who have relationship concerns, Everyone seeking a job, and
Bill Gaskill and family.
Praise God for: All those whose prayers have been answered, Gertrude Hendrick, John and
Bridgett French, and the Wyatt family.

WEEKLY MUSIC REHEARSALS:
♫Handbells
Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
♫MomentUM Praise Team
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Mispillion Children’s Chorus
Tuesdays, at 6:15 p.m., Music Room
♫Praise Team
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Sanctuary Choir
Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m., Music Room
♫AveNotes
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Do you like to sing? Do you play an instrument? If you are interested in using your musical gifts
here at Avenue Church please contact Kevin Chamberlain, kbchamberlain@avenueumc.com or
(302) 236-1276.
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO:
Joe Lear who will celebrate his 95th birthday on October 17th.
ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS TO:
Charlie and Barbara Fleetwood who will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on
October 18th.

UPCOMING
Bible Study—24 Hours That Changed the World: Join Rev. John Van Tine on Tuesday
evenings for six weeks to look at the death of Jesus and how it changed the world. Next class
will be October 15th.
Disciple Bible Studies: Josh Willey and Dave Reynolds will be teaching this 36 week
journey through the Bible. You'll learn the narrative arc of the Bible as well as key themes,
terms, and how the Bible applies to your life. Next class will meet October 14th (Disciple 1)
and October 15th (Disciple 3)
Missing Disciple 3 VHS tapes if you know where they are located, please contact
Josh Willey.
Christian Believer Class: Join Elaine Willey for Christian Believer, a 30-week study
focused on classical teachings of the Christian faith through the use of words, symbols, and
hymns. Date: October 13th from 2:00—4:00 p.m in Holzmueller Room.
The Epic of Ruth Study will meet on Wednesday evenings. Our next class will be October
30th at 7:00 p.m. with Pastor Steve. We will look at the three main characters of the story of
Ruth and see ourselves in those characters, and see how they point us to Christ. Contact
Pastor Steve at srlamotte@avenueumc.com for more information.
CONFIRMATION CLASSES will be starting soon. Confirmation is an opportunity for 7th graders
(and older teens) to learn more about what it means to be a Christian and to make their faith
their own. Our plan is to meet two Sunday's a month beginning in October from 4:00 p.m.5:15 p.m. Students can stay for dinner and Fusion afterwards. If you have a 7 th-12th grader
who would be interested in Confirmation Classes, please email Pastor Steve
at srlamotte@avenueumc.com.
NEW MEMBER'S CLASS will be held on Sunday, November 3rd from 12:15 p.m. until 2:00
p.m. This class is for those who are interested in learning more about Avenue Church, what it
means to live as a Christian through the church, and to pursue become a member of Avenue.
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP by emailing Kelly at churchoffice@avenueumc.com
WORSHIP: We are in the middle of a study of Colossians. Through the series, we will look at
what life "in" Jesus looks and how to live that out in our own lives. This week, Pastor Steve
will be sharing from Colossians 3: 1-17.
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FLU VACCINES AT AUMC: On Sunday, October 13th from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m in
Fellowship Hall. All you need to do is bring your pharmacy benefit insurance card,
Medicare, Medicaid or VA card. No co-pay. If you have any questions, please call
Walgreens at (302) 424-6300, option 2 and the option 3.
SHARE AN ITEM FOR KIDS: Just think how happy some children would be if everyone at
Avenue opened their hearts to these kids with needs and donated ONE new piece of clothing
- could be underwear, hoodie, socks, shirts, pants, toiletries or blanket. New clothes help kids
feel better about themselves and do better in school. Blankets keep them warm. Glenn
Schuster from Clothing Our Kids and Craig Warrington from Milford Public Schools will be
picking up items - THIS Sunday, October 13th. Please be generous. Thanks so much.
UMW CIRCLE MEETINGS: Circle meetings for October will take place on Wednesday
October 9th at 7:00 p.m. (Esther Circle) and Tuesday, October 15th - Sarah at 9:45 a.m. and
Mary/Martha at 1:30 p.m. Please come to a meeting that fits your time schedule and help us
make a difference.
If meetings aren’t your thing, but you would like to be in the loop of UMW happenings and
could attend and help out from time to time, you might be interested in an electronic
circle - E-Circle. Just send or give your e-mail address to Beth Parker
at bparke42@comcast.net.
HEALTH MINISTRIES: Our next meeting will be on October 14th at 6:30 p.m. in the Grier
Room.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING HELP NEEDED: Lisa Johnson is needing help (2-3 volunteers) for
decorating the entrance foyer and fellowship foyer for the holidays. If you are able to help on
November 25th or 26th, please contact Lisa at (302) 422-1086.

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES/MINISTRIES
TUESDAY MORNING SISTERS’ BIBLE STUDY: On October 15th, we will continue our study
“A Nation in Crisis—Study Book of Joshua by David Jeremiah. in the Grier Room at 10:00
a.m. Any questions contact Ginny Van Tine (302) 422-4282, Brenda Powers (302) 422-8821
or leave a message in the church office if you would like to join us.
KNIT/CROCHET GROUP: "Milford School District has many homeless children. The Avenue
Knitters/Crocheters can help support them by providing hats, mittens and scarves. Please
join us in knitting and/or crocheting any of those items. We have the yarn for you, come see
us in the Grier Room any Wednesday afternoon from 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Finished items
can be delivered to the Grier Room on Wednesdays or to the Church Office any time. There
will be a time for the final collecting on the Sunday before Thanksgiving."
SUNSHINE BIBLE CLASS FOR ADULTS: The Sunshine Bible Class for adults meets at 9:30
a.m. in the Grier Room. Our study for October is “In God’s Image.” The lesson for October
13th the lesson is “One Size Fits All” based on Psalm 51; October 20th the lesson is “Bridging
the Chasm” based on John 3:1-17; and October 27th the lesson is “All In” based on Romans
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6:1-14. This class is taught by Rev. John Van Tine, Retired. Please plan to attend these
exciting lessons.
EXPLORING YOUR FAITH BOOK CLUB: Exploring Your Faith Book Club will meet on
Sunday, October 20th in the Grier Room at 12:15 p.m. We will continue our study based on
the book “When Did God become Christian?” by David Kalas Chapters 4-6 . This study is led
by Rev. John Van Tine, retired. This group meets on the third Sunday of the month. All are
welcome.

COMMUNITY
MILFORD COMMUNITY PANTRY: The Milford Community Pantry will be blessed by the
Milford Lion's FALL FOOD DRIVE. We need help on November 2nd at 8:30 a.m. and 3:00
p.m. to sort, box and shelf the items collected. If you can help please call Tita Lewis at 6641321 or email titacarlson@hotmail.com.
As for our food collection at church (the 3rd Sunday) I suggest: canned fruit, shampoo, green
beans. All items are wonderful but we are short on these 3 items presently. We always
appreciate the help we receive from Avenue's congregation.
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Donation box is located in the Church foyer under the table.
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CALENDAR
SUNDAY 10/13
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:00 a.m. Flu Shots, Fellowship Hall
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class,
Grier Room
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
12:30 p.m. UMW General Meeting/
Covered Dish, Fellowship Hall
2:00 p.m. Christian Believers Class,
Holz. Room
6:00 p.m. FUSION, Wesley Room &
Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY 10/16
1:30 p.m.
Knitting/Crocheting Group
3:00 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir
5:00 p.m.
Women’s Emmaus Reunion Group
6:30 p.m.
Wolf Den, Wesley Room

MONDAY 10/14
11:00 a.m. AA, Wesley Room
6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir, Music Room
6:30 p.m. Bear Den, Nursery
6:30 p.m. Health Ministry Meeting,
Grier Room
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Wesley Room
7:00 p.m. 1st State Harmonizers,
Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. AA, Room 206
7:00 p.m. Disciple 1 Class, Holz. Room

FRIDAY 10/18
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room

TUESDAY 10/15
9:45 a.m. Sarah Circle Meeting,
Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Sister’s Bible Study,
Grier Room
1:30 p.m. Mary/Martha Circle Meeting,
Grier Room
5:00 p.m. Mispillion Children’s Chorus,
Music Room
6:00 p.m. MomentUM, Wesley Room
6:30 p.m. Lion’s Den
6:30 p.m. Trustees Meeting,
Heritage Room
7:00 p.m. Central DE Chess Club,
Room 206
7:00 p.m. Praise Team, Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. 24 Hours that Changed the
World Study, Grier Room
7:00 p.m. Disciple 3 Class, Holz. Room

THURSDAY
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

10/17
Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group
AA, Wesley Room
Women’s Emmaus Reunion
Arrow of Light Den,
Wesley Room
Discipleship Pathway,
Grier Room
SPRC, Carpenter Room

SATURDAY 10/19
9:00 a.m. Conference Training Event,
Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SUNDAY 10/20
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class,
Grier Room
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
12:15 p.m. Exploring Faith Book Club,
Grier Room
2:00 p.m. Christian Believers Class,
Holz. Room
6:00 p.m. FUSION, Wesley Room &
Fellowship Hall
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