The Midweek
Wednesday, November 6, 2019

From the desk of our Pastors . . .
Another Halloween has come and gone. I admit that I was starting to get confused on
which towns were scheduling their trick-or-treat nights on which nights. In Millsboro, we
actually had the kids come on October 31 but I know in Harrington, for example, it got
switched to Saturday. But either way, we estimate that we had about 400 kids come for
candy. My husband and I sat in lawn chairs in the driveway and passed out Hershey bars
and Tootsie pops.
What we didn’t hand out were my favorite Halloween candies – Dots. If you are not
familiar with Dots, they are like a gum drop. They are chewy fruit treats that come in small
boxes at this time of year. We can only find them as part of big bags of mixed candy which
my loving husband buys every year. He then puts the boxes of Dots aside for me and we
give away everything else.
But as the night went on, I started to feel greedy. Perhaps there was another person out
there whose favorite candy was also Dots and he/she was not getting any. Or maybe there
was a little boy or girl who has never tried them and they were missing out.
And then I remembered what it said in Philippians 2:4. It says, “Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
I realize that Halloween candy is a small thing but it could be the start of something
bigger. I could withhold Dots today but tomorrow would I hold back on sharing food with
the hungry or clothing with someone who needs it? It was a slippery slope I didn’t want to
go down.

Don’t we all have those things in our lives we want to hold for just us? Are there those
items we tell ourselves are no big deal if we don’t share? Jesus didn’t distinguish between
the “big” and the “little” things when He blesses us. We should not either.
In this way we bring honor and glory to God forever and ever.

November Meeting Reminders


Charge Conference, November 9th at 9:00 a.m. in Sanctuary



Leadership Team Meeting, November 14th at 6:30 p.m. in Carpenter Room



Trustee Meeting, November 19th at 6:30 p.m. in Grier Room



SPRC, November 21st at 6:30 p.m. in Carpenter Room
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From the desk of the Bishop ….

All Saints Day
By Bishop Peggy Johnson

The Church calendar includes “All Saints Day” on November 1 each year to remember
truly faithful Christians who have gone before us and to contemplate and perhaps even
emulate their heroic lives. One of the benefits of my time serving on the Roman
Catholic-United Methodist dialogue team has been a new appreciation for the saints
and martyrs and their many feast days.
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At the very first meeting I attended in 2016 at the St. John’s Abbey (a Community of
Benedictine Monks) in Collegeville, Minnesota, I saw the actual remains of Saint
Peregrine, who refused to worship the Roman emperor and was martyred in the year
192. His body is covered with jewels and a white cloth as it lay in a glass coffin.

Recently I learned about Saint Lucy when I observed a picture of a young girl holding
a tray with two eye balls. The priest on the dialogue team explained that this saint was
also a martyr who lived in Syracuse, Sicily. She died during the Diocletianic
Persecution in 304 AD because she refused to marry, due to a vow of purity she made
to God.
Lucy came from a family with much wealth, but as part
of her Christian virtue, she distributed much of her gold
and jewels to help the poor. The man to whom she was
pledged in marriage was none too pleased about this
“squandering” of her wealth that he expected to
receive. So he turned her into the governor for
punishment. The governor in turn demanded that Lucy
burn sacrifices to the emperor. This she refused to do
and was condemned to death.
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According to legend, the soldiers who were
instructed to execute her could not move her, even
with a team of oxen. Then they tried to burn her, but
the flames would not consume her body. Finally
they gouged out her eyes and thrust a sword down
her throat, and she died.
St. Lucy is often represented in Scandinavian
Advent festivals as a young girl dressed in white
and wearing a crown of evergreen with burning
candles. She is always carrying a basket of bread.
This is reminiscent of Lucy’s distribution of food to
the poor and to those hiding in the catacombs. The
candles on her head are there to light her way in the
darkness and leave her hands free to hold as much
bread as possible.
This charming account of St. Lucy is still worth
pondering today as we approach our observance of
“All Saints Day.” Lucy made a promise to God and kept it! Like Peregrine, she
refused to worship the emperor. For that, she was willing to sacrifice her life through
death by torture.
Lucy also had a heart for the poor and those who were being persecuted. She gave
generously to them, which also led to her persecution and death.
Still today, the light of Lucy’s wreath of candles shines for us saints who yet walk the
earth seeking to serve others and to worship only God. Each day we proclaim our
faith and devotion to God by our words and our actions. Each day we have the
opportunity to give generously and sacrificially to those in need.
Living the Christian life has never been easy. But as we remember the lives of
devoted saints that have gone before us, we are grateful and encouraged that their
holy example cheers us on for higher levels of service and sacrifice.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOSPITAL VISITS: Please help the pastors by calling the church office at (302) 422-8111 when
someone from the church is hospitalized.
ELECTRONIC GIVING is being offered at Avenue Church. An Information Sheet with
Authorization Agreement is available on the table in Fellowship Foyer. Simply fill out the
authorization agreement and return it to the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS: If you want to reserve a Sunday please call the church office then call Not Too
Shabby at (302) 200-0752. Flowers are placed in the altar vases up by the cross.
PRAYER CONCERNS PAST WEEK: DeeAnn, those fighting Cancer, Bob, Bill Gaskill and family,
Betty and Remie Zeisel, Dean Johnson, Walt and Ruth Peters, Jakson family, Craig, Kylee
Wickham, Donna, Ben, Karen Clayton, Todd and Kalle Culotta, Eleanor Lurwick and Charlie
Fleetwood.
Praise God for: Praise God for answered prayers .
PRAYER CONCERNS CURRENT WEEK: The family and friends of Sue Lewis, the family and
friends of Mary Lee Burch, the family and friends of Lois Farmer, June McNamara and Barb
Decker, all families grieving the loss of their saints, Chris Owen, Eleanor Lurwick, Yvonne
Nelson, Billy and Luisa Combs, the Pritchett family, Hadley O'Day, Amanda and Brad, Jan and
Bob Perkins, Bobby Walls, Randel Staford, Kim Schmit, Cal Hollis, Ron and Julie, a sister,
Donald Trump, Ben, Jenny Hughes, Bev, Patty, DeeAnn, Sam and Shirley, Bob and Gene,
Craig, Charlie Fleetwood, Bill Gaskill and family, Laurel Pastor, Kelly Beissel, Elle Sheaffer,
Joy Benham, Jean Layton, Kirsten Pearce, Ruth Calloway, Brie Wyatt, Ginny Van Tine, Dache
Carmine, Lydia Ann Carmine, Bill and Marty Brereton, Linda Breedlove, Beverly Harrison,
everyone with financial issues, all those seeking a job, everyone with relationship issues, those
impacted by the wildfires, victims of gun violence, Julie.
Praise God for: His unending grace, answering prayers.

WEEKLY MUSIC REHEARSALS:
♫Handbells
Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
♫MomentUM Praise Team
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Mispillion Children’s Chorus
Tuesdays, at 6:15 p.m., Music Room
♫Praise Team
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
♫Sanctuary Choir
Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m., Music Room
♫AveNotes
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Do you like to sing? Do you play an instrument? If you are interested in using your musical gifts
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here at Avenue Church please contact Kevin Chamberlain, kbchamberlain@avenueumc.com
or (302) 236-1276.

UPCOMING
CONFIRMATION CLASSES will be starting soon. Confirmation is an opportunity for 7th graders
(and older teens) to learn more about what it means to be a Christian and to make their faith
their own. Our plan is to meet two Sunday's a month beginning in October from 4:00 p.m.5:15 p.m. Students can stay for dinner and Fusion afterwards. If you have a 7 th-12th grader
who would be interested in Confirmation Classes, please email Pastor Steve
at srlamotte@avenueumc.com.

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES/MINISTRIES
TUESDAY MORNING SISTERS’ BIBLE STUDY: On November 12th, we will continue our study
“A Nation in Crisis—Study Book of Joshua by David Jeremiah. in the Grier Room at 10:00
a.m. Any questions contact Ginny Van Tine (302) 422-4282, Brenda Powers (302) 422-8821
or leave a message in the church office if you would like to join us.
BIBLE STUDY—24 HOURS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD: Join Rev. John Van Tine on
Tuesday evenings for six weeks to look at the death of Jesus and how it changed the world.
Next class will be November 12th.
DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDIES: Josh Willey and Dave Reynolds will be teaching this 36 week
journey through the Bible. You'll learn the narrative arc of the Bible as well as key themes,
terms, and how the Bible applies to your life. Next class will meet November 11th (Disciple 1)
and November 6th (Disciple 3)
THE EPIC OF RUTH STUDY will meet on Wednesday evenings. Our next class will be
November 6th at 7:00 p.m. with Pastor Steve. We will look at the three main characters of
the story of Ruth and see ourselves in those characters, and see how they point us to Christ.
Contact Pastor Steve at srlamotte@avenueumc.com for more information.
KNIT/CROCHET GROUP: "Milford School District has many homeless children. The Avenue
Knitters/Crocheters can help support them by providing hats, mittens and scarves. Please
join us in knitting and/or crocheting any of those items. We have the yarn for you, come see us
in the Grier Room any Wednesday afternoon from 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Finished items can be
delivered to the Grier Room on Wednesdays or to the Church Office any time. There will be a
time for the final collecting on the Sunday before Thanksgiving."
SUNSHINE BIBLE CLASS FOR ADULTS: The Sunshine Bible Class for adults meets at 9:30
a.m. in the Grier Room. Our study for November is “Objects of Worship.” The lesson for
November 10 lesson is “The Permission Trap” based on Exodus 32:1-26; November 17 lesson
is “Shamed by Shams” based on Jeremiah 51:15-19; Habakkuk 2:18-20; and November 24
lesson is “The Worship Impulse” based on Acts 17:16-34. This class is taught by Rev. John
Van Tine, Retired. Please plan to attend these exciting lessons.
th

th

th
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EXPLORING YOUR FAITH BOOK CLUB: Exploring Your Faith Book Club will meet on
Sunday, November 17th in the Grier Room at 12:15 p.m. We will continue our study based
on the book “When Did God become Christian?” by David Kalas Chapters 7-9 . This study is
led by Rev. John Van Tine, retired. This group meets on the third Sunday of the month. All
are welcome.
BLESS A FAMILY WITH A THANKSGIVING TURKEY: For a donation of $20.00, you can sponsor
a turkey for a family of our community, whom Avenue knows will be most
appreciative. Simply mark a check or an envelope with “Turkey” or designate on line
donation. Funding is needed by November 17th. Discounted turkeys have been set aside
and The United Methodist Men will be the arms and legs to pick up and pass on these
turkeys. The United Methodist Women are providing disposable pans and the organization.
HEALTH MINISTRY: Our next meeting will be on November 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the Grier
Room. “Please fill out the Health Ministry survey and put your completed survey in the
Health Ministry box in the foyer”. Thank You!

COMMUNITY
MENTORING HELP NEEDED: We are aware of a need at Benjamin Banneker Elementary
School for mentors. Mentoring has been shown to make an impact in the life of the student.
The commitment to mentoring can take the shape of your schedule, making it easy to get
involved. If you are interested in learning more about mentoring, contact Pastor Steve
at srlamotte@gmail.com.
CODE PURPLE: We are close to the beginning of the cold weather season. Code Purple is a
ministry housed here at Avenue that provides overnight shelter for homeless men in our
community. We are in need of volunteers to assist with Code Purple. If you are interested in
learning more about Code Purple and the opportunities to serve, contact Dan Nelson
at babazanettiz1000@msn.com.
Interested in Outreach? We are looking to gather some folks who are interested in
reaching out into the community to share God's love and to connect with our neighbors. If
you are interested in being part of this team, please contact Pastor Steve
at srlamotte@avenueumc.com.
MILFORD COMMUNITY PANTRY: The Milford Community Pantry sends out a BIG thanks to
the Milford Lions for a very successful Food Drive. They collected over 2,200 food items and
a bit over $200 in cash for the Pantry. This is always such a blessing and we appreciate the
Lions, all the people who came to help us sort and box the items on a Saturday. Surely the
presence of the Lord was in the collecting and sorting!!
If you are wondering what else we may need I suggest toilet paper. Thanks to all of you at
Avenue who support us through prayers and donations. Also, I want you to know that
Mountaire is donating chicken to us now and they deliver! (We previously purchased it from
the Food Bank.) Mountaire is a good example of Christian support.
The Diaper Pantry is now open every day and will be done at the Food Pantry
during the hours of 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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SOUTHERN DELAWARE CHORALE: Tickets are now available for “Carols & Lullabies on
December 8th at 3:00 p.m. at Epworth United Methodist Church. Adults $25/students $10.
Season tickets for 3 concerts—December 8, 2019, February 23 and May 3, 2020 are available
for $65. More info go online www.southerdelawarechorale.org.

New Member Bios
November 10, 2019
We are excited to have a great class of New Members joining Avenue Church today. There is a wide range
of experiences and interest in our group. Do everything you can to welcome them and to incorporate them
into the life of Avenue Church.
Bob and Jackie Cage ar e joining thr ough a tr ansfer fr om Calvar y United Methodist Chur ch in Mt.
Airy, MD. Bob is retired from G.E. and Jackie is a retired elementary school teacher. They enjoy music,
reading, racing, swimming, and tennis. Bob and Jackie have three adult children and five grandchildren.
They discovered Avenue through an internet search and they attend the 9:30 a.m. worship service. (Joining
on November 17, 2019)
Shannon and Zeph Geyer ar e joining thr ough Pr ofession of Faith. They wer e just mar r ied in May of
2019 and are both teachers. They have previously helped with youth ministry and have interest in cooling,
softball and tennis. They came to Avenue through the invitation of a friend and they attend the 9:30 a.m.
worship service.
Diana LeDonne is tr ansfer r ing her member ship fr om Deer Par k UMC in Reister stown, MD. She has
a background in managing a non-profit organization. She discovered Avenue through an online search and
attends the 9:30 a.m. worship service.
Bob and Jan Perkins ar e joining thr ough a Pr ofession of Faith. Bob has a backgr ound in management
and Jan’s background is in sales. They enjoy hiking, kayaking, reading, and helping others. Bob and Jan
have three children, nine grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren. They discovered Avenue by driving
by the church and attends the 9:30 a.m. worship service.
Karen and Tom Schneider ar e tr ansfer r ing their member ship fr om Asbur y United Methodist Chur ch
in Smyrna, DE. Tom has a background in engineering and Karen is a Career Counselor. They have served in
the church as a Trustee and Alpha Leaders. They have two adult children and two grandchildren. They
found Avenue through an internet search and attends the 9:30 a.m. worship service.
Mandi Tierney is joining us thr ough a tr ansfer fr om Or char d Chur ch in Magnolia, DE. Mandi is
married with two children. She is a project coordinator and enjoys reading, singing, painting among other
things. She has served in the church as a liturgist and Sunday School teacher. She discovered Avenue
Church by driving by and attends the 9:30 a.m. worship service.
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Donation box is located in the Church foyer under the table.
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November is Nutrition Month

“So whether you eat or drink or whatsoever you do,
do it all for the glory of God.”
I Corinthians 10:31
Don’t for get to sign up for the Eating Healthy
“Lunch and Learn”
November 14th at 12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
11
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CALENDAR
SUNDAY 11/10
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class,
Grier Room
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
2:00 p.m. Christian Believers Class,
Holz. Room
6:00 p.m. FUSION, Wesley Room &
Fellowship Hall
MONDAY 11/11 ~ Veteran’s Day
Church Office Closed
11:00 a.m. AA, Wesley Room
6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir, Music Room
6:30 p.m. Nursing Ministry Meeting,
Grier Room
6:45 p.m. Boy Scouts, Wesley Room
7:00 p.m. 1st State Harmonizers,
Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. AA, Room 206
7:00 p.m. Disciple 1 Class, Holz. Room
TUESDAY 11/12
10:00 a.m. Sister’s Bible Study,
Grier Room
1:00 p.m. 4H, Wesley Room
5:00 p.m. Mispillion Children’s Chorus,
Music Room
6:00 p.m. MomentUM, Wesley Room
7:00 p.m. Central DE Chess Club,
Room 206
7:00 p.m. Praise Team, Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. 24 Hours that Changed the
World Study, Grier Room

WEDNESDAY 11/13
1:30 p.m.
Knitting/Crocheting Group
3:00 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir
5:00 p.m.
Women’s Emmaus Reunion Group
6:00 p.m.
AveNotes, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.
Propel Women’s Group
7:00 p.m.
The Epic of Ruth Study,
Grier Room
7:00 p.m.
Disciple 3 Class, Holz. Room
THURSDAY
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

11/14
Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group
AA, Wesley Room
Women’s Emmaus Reunion
Leadership Team Meeting,
Carpenter Room

FRIDAY 11/15
6:00 p.m. Dover District Lay Academy
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SATURDAY 11/16
8:30 a.m. Dover District Lay Academy
7:00 p.m. AA, Wesley Room
SUNDAY 11/17
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class,
Grier Room
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
12:15 p.m. Exploring Faith Book Club,
Grier Room
2:00 p.m. Christian Believers Class,
Holz. Room
6:00 p.m. FUSION, Wesley Room &
Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. Pack Comm. Meeting, Grier Room
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