The Midweek
Wednesday, August 24, 2022

Not Good Enough
This week, as we continue our Asked|Answered series, we answer an
interesting question: How could people who witnessed Jesus’ miracles not
believe in him?
I know that this may seem baffling, but miracles are not good enough. To
witness miracles (which should be enough) and believe in Jesus are not the
same. Reaping supernatural benefits does not result in wholehearted faith
and commitment. This seems hard to believe (excuse the pun). However,
we see instance after instance, where God has demonstrated his might and
power in supernatural ways and still, people did not believe. We also see
how God’s people in the Old Testament, those around Jesus in the Gospels,
and those that followed, not only lacked belief but often forgot the amazing
deeds they had witnessed or that had been witnessed by their forefathers.
We will examine several instances on Sunday morning.
For now, let’s remember that time when Jesus fed the multitude in John 6
(where it says there were 5,000 men – we have to guess how many women
and children might have been there, too). On this occasion, Jesus
multiplies 5 loaves and 2 fishes into a major meal for thousands (with left
overs, to boot). At that moment the crowd believed and were amazed by
what they saw (and benefited from).
The next day, they stalked and found him. Jesus was fully aware that they

were there for selfish reasons and in v. 26 Jesus answered them, “Very truly,
I tell you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs but because you
ate your fill of the loaves.” Jesus then goes on to tell them that they must
believe in whom God has sent (him). They then ask what signs will he give
so that may see and believe, and mention God sent manna in the wilderness.
Jesus says, he himself is the bread of life and clearly speaks of God’s purpose
through him in v. 40: “This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see
the Son and believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them up on
the last day.”
After all of the miracles he had performed before the miracle of feeding the
5,000, and after hearing him clearly say what his purpose was, many found
it too difficult and abandoned ship. John 6:66 – Because of this many of his
disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. In short, they
believed in his miracles but not in him. This may seem like an oxymoron,
but it is not. This Sunday we will explore how others in the Bible,
experienced miracles and did not believe, were not grateful, or abandoned
Jesus, altogether. Can’t wait to see you Sunday!

Pastor Neyda
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
WORSHIP ON SUNDAY: Worship is held each Sunday in-person or online at 9:00 a.m.
(Traditional) and 10:30 a.m. (Contemporary). We are streaming the morning worship services
on our Facebook (facebook.com/avenueumc) and Youtube (youtube.com/c/
avenueunitedmethodistchurch) pages.
GIVING AT AVENUE is possible through multiple ways.
 You can give your offering in-person
 You can mail your gift to: 20 N. Church St. Milford, DE 19963
 You can give online through the red “give” button on our homepage
 You can download and use our “Avenue Church DE” App on your smart phone

PASTORAL CARE: If you or someone you know is in need of pastoral care, please call the church
office at (302) 422-8111 or by contacting Dan Holt, our Pastor of Congregational Care. You can
email Pastor Dan directly at dholt@avenueumc.com.
MINISTRY RESTART—USHERS AND GREETERS: We believe in creating a warm, welcoming, and
expectant worship environment where members and guests are excited to gather, to worship,
and to grow as a community of faith. To assist with this, we are looking to restart the ministry
of ushers and greeters.
Ushers and Greeters are servants who have the gift of hospitality and are able to remove
barriers that keep people from encountering the presence of God during worship. Greeters
operate outside the sanctuary to create a warm welcome, answer questions, and assist where
needed. Ushers minister inside the sanctuary to receive the offering, assist with seating, and to
provide assistance when needed. Both roles are vital to help worshippers get better connected to
our Discipleship Pathway to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ, and both roles will
work with our Connections ministry to that end.
If you would like to serve as an Usher or Greeter, email Kelly at churchoffice@avenueumc.com.
RIVERWALK OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY: Avenue will be participating in the Milford Riverwalk
Freedom Festival on September 17th in downtown Milford. We will be setting up a booth to meet
our neighbors, share with them about Avenue Church, and be available to pray with those who
might need prayer.

We are looking for people who have the gift of evangelism and hospitality to assist throughout
the day. There are opportunities for early morning booth set-up, late afternoon clean-up, and
there will be blocks of time throughout the Riverwalk to serve. You can sign-up online by
following this link: https://tinyurl.com/riverwalkDE.
SPONSOR KICK-OFF SUNDAY: Avenue is planning a church-wide kick-off on Sunday,
September 18th. Beginning at 10:00 a.m., we will gather for worship under the tent. After
worship, we will have food and dessert trucks to enjoy an Avenue Family Meal together. There
will be yard games and inflatables for the whole family. This is intended to be a time of
celebration and fellowship and a great opportunity to invite new families and friends to
worship.

3

Our goal is to provide the day Kick-Off Sunday at no cost to our congregation and are looking
for some sponsors who might want to help provide the event. If you are interested in sponsoring
the event, please email Pastor Steve at srlamotte@avenueumc.com or speak with him by calling
the church office.
FALL KICK-OFF SUNDAY: Avenue will be holding our annual outdoor Fall Kick-Off Worship
Service and Picnic on Sunday, September 18th. Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. and will be
followed by a church meal with food provided by local food vendors. There will be inflatable
games, yard games, and great opportunities for fellowship with other members of the Avenue
family.
Be in prayer about inviting family and friends to join us. This event is designed as an easy
entryway for friends who are not connected to a church to come and experience the Avenue
community.
MEAL TRAIN AT AVENUE: Health Ministries is looking for folks in the Avenue family who like
to cook and would like to prepare meals for those who are sick, who have had loved ones pass, or
who have had new babies as a way to care for one another. If you would like to receive emails
when we need meals or to sign up for a meal, you can call (302) 422-8111 or send an email to
healthministry@avenueumc.com.
ADULT FUSION LEADERS NEEDED: Fusion is our youth ministry serving those who are in 6th12th grade. Our leaders are what makes Fusion happen and we need you! We are looking to add
to our Adult Fusion Ministry Team and are looking for those who love Jesus, love teenagers,
and love making a difference. Working with youth not only can change their lives, but it can
change your life as well!
If you would like to learn more about Fusion and becoming a Fusion leader, please contact
Pastor Christina at ctrager@avenueumc.com.
MILFORD COMMUNITY PANTRY: The pantry is in need of diapers size 5 and 6. Beginning in
October on the 3rd Sunday we will again put a food cart in the sanctuary for pantry
donations. Thank You!
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: With school just around the corner, we will be blessing
backpacks and students on Sunday, August 28th at the 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. worship services.
Students are invited to bring their backpacks with them for this special time of prayer.
PANCAKE BREAKFAST ON SEPTEMBER 11th: The United Methodist Men will be serving up some
hot pancakes, eggs, and sausage on Sunday, September 11th in the Fellowship Hall.
Breakfast will be available between services and after the 10:30 a.m. service. There is no fee for
the breakfast, a love offering will be received. Men: If you would like to help serve in the
dining area, contact Jeff Carmine (jbcarmine@verizon.net).
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GROWTH GROUPS

Know . . . Grow . . .

Go

Growth groups are groups where we learn, grow, and do life together. They meet once a week
and are a great way to get to know each other and be challenged to grow in our spiritual
journey.
TUESDAYS
10:00 a.m. @ Church Sisters Bible Study. We will begin a new study on September 13th.
DAVID - Seeking a Heart Like His by Beth Moore is an 11 week study which take us up to
Advent. If you are interested please contact Brenda Powers or Ginny Van Tine.
SUNDAYS
10:15 a.m. @ Church Summer Sunday School led by Rev. John Van Tine, retired plus others is
meeting in the Grier Room at 10:15 a.m. The study for August is “The Pursuit of the People.”
The lesson for August 28th lesson is “Betrayal and Victory” based on Matthew 26:7-56. Please
join us in the Grier Room for these exciting lessons.

Comfort Cards
Brothers and Sisters in Christ I would like to have these two flooded with cards of
Love and Inspiration and I know you are just the people who can do it.
Dorothy Yates (Dennis Yates's Mother)
Milford Place Assisted Living
Room 236
500 S. DuPont Blvd.
Milford, DE 19963
Jean Murphy
Milford Place Assisted Living
Room 125
500 S DuPont Blvd.
Milford, DE 19963
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH is the new name of United Methodist Women
(UMW). We are UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH! UMW has refreshed the
organization with a new look, new feel and new and improved programs.
Adopting the name United Women in Faith and introducing improved
programs, acknowledges the great changes that have occurred in the lives of
U.S. women over the past four decades and in the ways, they are engaging in
faith. Check out umfaith.org and watch the video. Become a part of the
sisterhood that puts love in action. Check out the United Women of Faith
brochure for more Avenue information.
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HEALTH MINISTRY
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HEALTH MINISTRY
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HEALTH MINISTRY
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HEALTH MINISTRY

Avenue United Methodist church has agreed to host
a flu vaccine clinic at the church on
Sunday, October 23, 2022 from 9 am-12 pm.
Rite Aid will be providing flu vaccines both the regular dose, for individuals 4-64 years of age and high
dose, for individuals 65 and over.
Individuals with Medicare and or insurance will be at
no cost. Individuals without insurance will have a
cost for the vaccine.
Please sign up with your name, address, phone number and age before October 1st. We need to have an
accurate count to ensure the proper amount of dosages are available for each age group!
Thank you!
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Sign up for the flu vaccine scheduled for October 23, 2022 from
9 am-12 pm at Avenue United Methodist Church
Milford, DE.

Please leave your completed form in the Health Ministry box in
the church office by October 1st for Health Ministry. You can
also email your form to healthministry@avenueumc.com
Name _____________________________________________
Insurance Yes or No
Address____________________________________________

Phone number ______________________________________
Age______________ Birthdate ________________________
When you come for the flu vaccine, you will need to fill out a
form that Rite Aid will be providing.
If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Horsman MSN,
RN, Faith Community Nurse at Avenue United Methodist Church
at (302) 422-8111

“That they may know that you alone, whose name is the
Lord, are the most High over all the earth.” ~ Psalm 83:18
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ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS TO:
 Harry and Carolyn Humes who will celebrate their 62nd anniversary on August
27th.
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:
 Those affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic.
 Our local, national and world leaders.
 Our District Superintendent (Rev. Joseph Archie), Bishop LaTrelle Easterling, and
The United Methodist Church.
 Our Pastors, staff, and leadership of Avenue United Methodist Church.
 Pray for peace in Ukraine and other areas of conflict around the world.
PRAYER REQUEST:

Donna Ambrose
Terry and Ann Andrews
Doug and Sharon Baker
Marty Brereton
Alma Brittingham
Mary Charnick
Roland Cohee
Janet E
Barbara Fleetwood
Dan Williams Gaskill Sr
Tom Glenn
Michael Hall
Sam Hanna
Beverly Harrison
Pat Hudson
Jerry Jackson
B. Johnson
David Johnson
Dean Johnson
Esther LaMotte
Lewis Family
Diana Lubitz
Carol Malkus
Martha Marani
Jack & Zelda McDuff
Christine McGee
Jean Murphy

Ron Payne
Jeannie Phelps
Marshall Rea
Alyshia Redmond
Chester Reid
Millie Remick
George Reph Jr.
Sandy S.
Marti Seal
Ron Semmont
Matt Severe
Seth Spencer
Stephanie (Madeleine)
Lonel Touze
Evelyn Townsend
Joan Wadman
Dr. Charles “Chuck” Wagner
Milton Whitescarver
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CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY 8/24
MONDAY 8/29
4:30 p.m. Praise Team Practice, Sanctuary 11:00 a.m. AA, Century Club
7:00 p.m. Harmonizers, Fellowship Hall
THURSDAY 8/25
11:00 a.m. AA, Century Club
TUESDAY 8/30
5:30 p.m. Zumba, Fellowship Hall
5:30 p.m. Zumba, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Pack Meeting, Fellowship Hall
FRIDAY 8/26
7:00 p.m. Central Delaware Chess Club,
7:00 p.m. AA, Century Club
Grier Room
7:00 p.m. Milford Al-Anon Group,
SATURDAY 8/27
Century Club
9:00 a.m. Haitian Church, Century Club
7:00 p.m. AA, Century Club
WEDNESDAY 8/31
4:30 p.m. Praise Team Practice, Sanctuary
SUNDAY 8/28
6:30 p.m. Leaders Meeting (Groups),
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
Grier Room
10:15 a.m. Adult Sunday School Class,
Grier Room
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 a.m. Sunday School
7:00 p.m. Haitian Church, Century Club

16

